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1. About WWF
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International Waters: 
A Case for Multi‐Level Governance

Governance components:
Legal

Policy targets/processes

Institutional

Capacity building

Financing

Best practice tools/approaches
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National
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2. Case studies

a) Mekong

b) Congo



The Greater 
Mekong 

Sub‐Region



Greater Mekong Regional Climate 
Change Adaptation Agreement

“Asia’s first”
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Congo River Basin
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Congo River Basin
HIGH‐LEVEL POLICY INTERVENTIONS: 

A proposed agenda item for Yaoundé
+10
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Congo River Basin:
Cross‐Sectoral Interventions

Improving 
freshwater 

management 
and adaptive 

capacity
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3. Global and regional policy initiatives

• WWF input to key international processes/bodies
developing, reviewing, implementing international 
water law and policy 

• UNECE Water Convention: 
Ratification process of an amendment: 14 Parties 

Implementation process: assistance in the development 
of Guidelines on Water and Climate Change 
Adaptation



3. Global and regional policy initiatives

• Draft Articles on Transboundary Aquifers:
Drafting process: completed in late 2008

• UN Watercourses Convention: 
Ratification process: 18 Parties, 17 to go



4. The Global Initiative



Entry into 
force by 2011

Officials from 18 
countries have 
already signed.



4. Proposals for strengthening GEF’s
work in the period 2010‐1014

• Strengthen the concern with the negotiation, 
ratification and implementation of 

international  legal instruments



4. Proposals for strengthening GEF’s
work in the period 2010‐1014

• Foster global dialogue on areas for improving 
the governance of transboundary waters, 

e.g.:

Better levels of strategic regional dialogue 
around transboundary water management



Thank 
you!

http://www.panda.org/what_we_do
/how_we_work/policy/conventions/

water_conventions/


