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Overview

13% Land State of Blue Economy in the Philippines
~ 2 Coastal and Fisheries and Sea-based
3 OO' OOO k m Marine Tourism Aquaculture Transportation
~63 Billion Pesos ~215 Billion Pesos ~125 Billion Pesos
87% Wate r Gross value added Gross value added Gross value added
~2’200’OOO km?2 900,000 ~1.1 million ~700,000
Employed Employed Employed

National State of the Coast 2025
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BAGONG PILIPINAS

GRAL R,
Sauigg Bhsa,

L f

W

i

GRNENT L

“
EETIE)

vl

Cesar Villanoy,

Sulu Sulawes
Connect




WENT OF
Ay i
3 %
& /5
- Z
T E]
2\ z
3
G =,
> i
et

South China Sea
Connectivity

Courtesy: Cesar Villanoy, 2025
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Marine Connectivity (Sources and Sinks)

Source 4 Sink reefs .
Habagat reefs ¥ Amihan
O Self-seeding Northeast Monsoon
reefs

Southwest Monsoon
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Key Milestones and Lessons Learned

(CONGRESS OF THE PHILIPPINES
TWENTIETH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

H. No. 6762

BY REPRESENTATIVES LEGARDA, VELOSO-TUAZON, BENITEZ (J.M.), MERCADO-REVILLA, ROMAN,
RECTO, SINGSON-MEEHAN, SUANSING (B.V.), LABADLABAD, NAZAL, VILLAFUERTE (M.L.),
VILLAFUERTE (V.R.L), HORIBATA, RIDON, ESCUDERO, CO-PILAR, SUANSING (M.A.),
CoJuaNGCcO (J.EM.), Dy (F.), Marcos, TuLFo (R.W.), TuLrFo (J.), REvILLA (B.),
REVILLA (R.J.), SUAN, EMANO, ROMUALDEZ (F.M.), ROMUALDEZ (Y.M.), ROMUALDEZ (A.J ),
ACIDRE, LEGAZPI, CHUA-TAI, ZUBIRI, VILLANUEVA, SALVAME, SALCEDA, OLIVAREZ,
MACASAET, PLEYTO, ALBA, MARQUEZ, GALANG, POE, KO, QUIMBO, ORETA, RODRIGUEZ (M.),
DE JESUS, ANGELES, SAN FERNANDO, GATO, BELTRAN, CHUA, DIMAGUILA, AMANTE, NAVA,
SOLON, PADIERNOS, LAGBAS, DAZA, YAP (A.), VILLA, BARONDA, SINGSON (R.V.), CORVERA,
MERCADO, LOPEZ, ROQUE, CENIZA, MONTES, TARRIELA, RIVERA, BARBERS, PASCUAL,
BANCORO, Hi (C.A), M, U, BARBA, KHO (W.), COLLANTES, DIOKNO,
AcosTa, ROMUALDO, GLEPA, YU (J.K.), YU (J.V.), MASTURA, VERGARA, GONZALES (A.),
RAMA, AUMENTADO, BONDOC, PUNO, LAGMAN, LARA AND DOMINGO

AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A FRAMEWORK FOR BLUE ECONOMY,
PROMOTING STEWARDSHIP AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT OF COASTAL AND MARINE
ECOSYSTEMS AND RESOURCES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in

Congress assembled:
1 CHAPTER I
2 GENERAL PROVISION
3 SECTION 1. Short Title. — This Act shall be known as the “Blue
4 Economy Act.”
5 SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. — It shall be the policy of the State to:
6 (a) Adopt the Blue Economy as a framework for the sustainable and safe

7 use and development of marine wealth within our coastal and maritime
8  domain, as a pillar of our national economy and patrimony;

9 (b) Exercise stewardship of our coasts and oceans, protect and conserve
10  the health and resilience of marine and tal y and habitats to
11  promote the well-being, inclusive prosperity, and security of present and future
12  generations;
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Philippine Key Biodiversity Areas

January 2026

Legend

| Integrated KBA (29)
B Marine KBA (102)
[T Terrestrial KBA (184)

rare

PHILIPPINE ENIPAS MARINE
PROTECTED AREAS

as of March 2026
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Legal Status
[ Legisiated NIPAS (4) = Luzon
I Legislated ENIPAS (34) Strail
Proclaimed (7)
Initial Component (33)
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Advancing National Marine Spatial Planning in the
Philippines

Offshore Wind (OSW) Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) Tool Output Report
Issue 1|17 June 2026

CAnp

This report takes into account the particular instructions and requirements of our client. It is not
intended for and should not be relied upon by any third party and no responsibility is undertaken to
any third party.

Job number 313363-00

Ove Arup & Partners Hong Kong Limited (Philippines Branch)

36th Floor The Podium West Tower

#12 ADB Avenue corner Julia Vargas Aveaue Ortigas Center Mandaluyong City NCR 1550
Philippines

anup.com

Integrated Coastal Zone Management & Marine
Spatial Planning (MSP) Framework for Selected
Fishery Management Areas in the Philippines
Terms of Reference for the Steering Committee

Background and project scope

The FishCORE program, supported by the World Bank and implemented by the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), aims to improve the management of targeted fisheries resources and
enhance the value of fisheries production to coastal communities across selected Fisheries
Management Areas (FMAs) in the Philippines. A core component of this program is the devel
and piloting of a Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) framework that integrates fisheries manage
broader coastal and blue economy considerations.

Specifically, the FishCORE MSP assignment requires the preparation of the National MSP
to guide the approach, content, roles and responsibilities for the development and imple
marine spatial planning in Philippines. The draft National MSP Framework is aimed to b
by December 2026 and will provide direction to both the pilot sites and any future FMA-|
LGU-level MSP initiatives throughout the Philippines.

To ensure the National MSP Framework is technically robust, nationally consistent, and
priorities of relevant government agencies and stakeholders, a dedicated Steering Com
needed to guide the development process and key decisions. This document sets out th
Terms of Reference for that Steering Committee.

Purpose of Steering Committee

The Steering Committee will provide strategic oversight, inter-agency coordination, and 3
guidance for the development of the National MSP Framework. Specifically, the Steeri
will:

« Provide high-level direction on the objectives, scope, and content of the N3
Framework, ensuring alignment with national policy, legislation, and rel

« Facilitate input from, and coordination across government agencies, ig
DEPDev, NAMRIA, POMC, PCG, LGUs, and other relevant bodies
reflects an integrated, multi-sectoral approach.

« Review and endorse key deliverables produced under the MSP §
have national-level implications, specifically the National MSP g

«  Support identification and agreement on mechanisms for the
adopted and implemented.

« Champion the capacity building agenda required at national, r
levels to sustain MSP development and implementation over time.

Integrated Coastal Zone Management & Marine Spatial
Planning (MSP) Framework for Selected Fishery
Management Areas in the Philippines

EnviroStrat @ %{ 1
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Stakeholder Engagement

Modeling and scenario analy...

5.3%
Mapping of marine uses and...

5.3%

it is an iterative consultation a...
5.3%

Top Answer:

Not sure / unclear

5.3%
MSP is defined as an
integrated planning process
combining mapping, science,
and governance
Integrated planning process c...
78.9%
w <)
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Stakeholder Engagement

Include the policy makers/legislators...
1.3%

Research, Technical, Data Services

7.9% Environment/Biodiversity
. ]

19.7%

Maritime transport, Ports, and Shipping
7.9%

Which agency/office do
you think has the
mandate most related to

ST marine/coastal
planning?

Energy, including Offshore Infrastruct...
6.6%

Tourism
6.6%

Spatial Planning
9.2%

Fisheries
10.5%

Local government
9.2%
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Challenges

Current Governance Reality

e Multiple overlapping marine uses identified
overalpping governance concerns

® Fragmented coordination and governance
structure

® Sectoral dominance in certain areas leading to
conflicts with conservation objectives and other
marine uses.
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Data and Information

e Data availability does not
mean

Data usability
® Local knowledge is essential

® MSP planning is still possible
even if data is incomplete
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Moving Forward

PHASE 3 - Data
Management, and

Baseline Assessment
(2026-2028)

PHASE 1 - Enabling PHASE 2 - Stakeholder
Policy and Governance / Mobilization and Capacity
Authority (2026-2027) Building (2026-2028)

PHASE 5 - Implementation, Monitoring,
and Evaluation
(2030 onward)

PHASE 4 - Marine Spatial Plan
Development (2028 -2030)

\ .

¥ fay
] £ UN& ~APQEA

o " PR L PAC environment
frhi 5. pi ‘;‘ E programme COORDINATING BODY ON THE SEAS OF EAST ASIA



Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) regional training workshop for the East Asian Seas | 20 — 22 July 2026 | Bangkok, Thailand

Moving Forward
N NATIONAL OCEAN ENVIRONMENTS POLICY (NOEP)

= Initially=proposed DENR-Wide Ocean Governance Framework

VISION
Healthy, resilient, and sustainably governed oceans that secure ecological integrity,
national patrimony, climate resilience, and equitable prosperity.

Pillar 1: Governance & Pillar 2: Ecosystem Integrity & Pillar 3: Sustainable Use & Pillar 4: Science,
Jurisdictional Coherence Climate Resilience Environmental MSP Knowledge & Capacity

ENABLING SYSTEMS

Implementation Arrangements e« Inter-agency Coordination « Partnerships Monitoring, Evaluation, Compliance &
Adaptive Management « Resource Tracking & Accountability Institutional Transformation Pathway: Long-term

(Oceans Bureau)
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