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Overview
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State of Blue Economy in the Philippines
Coastal and 

Marine Tourism

~63 Billion Pesos
Gross value added

900,000
Employed

Fisheries and 
Aquaculture

~215 Billion Pesos
Gross value added

~1.1 million
Employed

Sea-based 
Transportation

~125 Billion Pesos
Gross value added

~700,000
Employed

National State of the Coast 2025

13% Land
~300,000 km²

87% Water
~2,200,000 km²



Sulu Sulawesi 
Connectivity

Courtesy: Cesar Villanoy, 2025



South China Sea 
Connectivity

Courtesy: Cesar Villanoy, 2025



Ocean Current (part of Western Luzon)

Courtesy: Cesar Villanoy, 2025



Marine Connectivity (Sources and Sinks)

Amihan
Northeast Monsoon

Habagat
Southwest Monsoon

Source 
reefs

Sink reefs

Self-seeding 
reefs
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Key Milestones and Lessons Learned
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● Blue Economy Bill

(Priority Legislation of 
the current 
Administration)

● Enabling policy to 
jumpstart the 
development of 
National MSP 
Framework

● MSP in the Philippines is not
starting from scratch.

● Elements of MSP are already 
being practiced across different 
sectors and scales

▪ Fisheries Management Areas

▪ Comprehensive Land Use 
Plans

▪ Protected Area Management 
Zoning



*indicative (based on 
UNCLOS)
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4-6 March 2026
Sheraton Hotel, Malate, Manila

Sustainble Ocean Initiative - Marine Spatial Planning
National Workshop



03

Stakeholder Engagement
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Top Answer:

MSP is defined as an 
integrated planning process 
combining mapping, science, 
and governance
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Which agency/office do 
you think has the 
mandate most related to 
marine/coastal 
planning?
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Challenges
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Data and Information

● Data availability does not 
mean

Data usability

● Local knowledge is essential

● MSP planning is still possible 
even if data is incomplete

Current Governance Reality

● Multiple overlapping marine uses identified 
overalpping governance concerns

● Fragmented coordination and governance 
structure

● Sectoral dominance in certain areas leading to 
conflicts with conservation objectives and other 
marine uses.



03

Moving Forward
Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) regional training workshop for the East Asian Seas | 20 - 22 July 2026 | Bangkok, Thailand

PHASE 1 – Enabling 
Policy and Governance / 
Authority (2026–2027)

PHASE 2 – Stakeholder 
Mobilization and Capacity 

Building (2026–2028)

PHASE 3 – Data 
Management, and 

Baseline Assessment 
(2026–2028)

PHASE 4 – Marine Spatial Plan 
Development (2028 –2030)

PHASE 5 – Implementation, Monitoring, 
and Evaluation 
(2030 onward)
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THANK YOU!
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