
Marine and 
Coastal Spatial 
Planning in the 

East Asian Seas

20-22 July 2026 Centara Grand at CentralWorld



Outline

• COBSEA Background

• Marine and Coastal Ecosystems & MCSP

• Lessons Learned and Best Practices



COBSEA Background





East Asian Seas Action Plan



Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia

East Asian Seas Action Plan 1994
Intergovernmental body aimed at protection and 
sustainable development of the marine & coastal 
environment of East Asian Seas, originally established in 
1981

Regional Seas
One of 18 Regional Seas Conventions and Actions Plans

COBSEA countries
Cambodia, People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, 
Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand, Viet Nam

Secretariat
Hosted by Thailand (in Bangkok), administered by UNEP



Strategic Directions 2023-2027

1  Marine Pollution Prevention,
         Reduction and Control

• Marine litter, Plastic pollution

• Nutrients, sediments

     2  Marine & Coastal Biodiversity,
         Ecosystems Conservation and
         Management

• Sustainable Blue Economy

• MSP, MPAs, OECMs, habitats

     3  Climate Action

• Climate adaptation and 
resilience

• Blue Carbon



Marine and Coastal 
Ecosystems & MCSP



Marine and Coastal Ecosystems Framework



overview

• “… a public process of analyzing and allocating 
parts of the three-dimensional marine spaces to 
specific uses, to achieve ecological, economic and 
social objectives that are usually achieved through 
the political process” (IOC 2009)

• KM GBF Target 1
• Identification of relevant areas to be protected 

alongside the different activities occurring in both 
the marine and coastal areas.

• Contextualizing how these activities benefit or 
harm the protected area and vice-versa

objectives

• To support countries in the development and 
implementation of their MCSP policies and plans at 
different scales, whether at national and/or local; 

• To support the mainstreaming of MCSP plans at 
national and local development plans to ensure that 
identified activities are funded and sustained; 

• To ensure sustainable blue economy is integrated in 
the development of marine and coastal spatial plans; 
and,

• To increase the capacity of authorities, particularly at 
sub-national and local levels to develop and 
implement MCSP

Marine and Coastal Spatial Planning



Spatial Planning in the Coastal Zone
• Spatial planning resource document adopted / 

integrated
• Localized capacity building and training

MCSP and Blue Economy
• Capacity building
• MCSP and Blue Economy Policy Review



Spatial Planning in the Coastal Zones (2010-2013)

• To reduce and prevent impacts of natural disasters, climate change, and sea level rise, 
and to promote sustainable development of the coastal areas in COBSEA members 
countries through application of spatial planning for integrated coastal zone 
management and ecosystem-based management

• Spatial Planning Regional Resource Document 
• Adaptation in 5 countries (Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam) and 

integration in 1 country (The Philippines)
• ~500 individuals trained in MCSP
• Training and Capacity Building Menu

• 2nd phase with the following focus:
o Establishing regional network on CMSP
o CMSP pilot demonstration at local level
o Institutionalizing CMSP

• Establishment of national team of instructors
o Trainings to focus on sub-national and local authorities

• On-the-ground hands-on application of the guidelines such as developing spatial plans

https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/UNEP-AsiaPacific-COBSEASecretariat/Shared%20Documents/Marine%20and%20Coastal%20Planning%20and%20Management/Designs%20for%20the%20MarCoE%20Programme/Documents%20from%20MarCo/COBSEA%20MSP%20-%20SIDA%202014%20Final%20Spatial%20Planning%20Regional%20Resource%20Document.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=uNUOcJ
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/UNEP-AsiaPacific-COBSEASecretariat/Shared%20Documents/Marine%20and%20Coastal%20Planning%20and%20Management/Designs%20for%20the%20MarCoE%20Programme/Documents%20from%20MarCo/COBSEA%20MSP%20-%20SIDA%202014%20Final%20Spatial%20Planning%20Regional%20Resource%20Document.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=uNUOcJ




MCSP and Blue Economy (2020 – 2021)

• Building capacity of MCSP in the East Asian Seas region through 
studying theoretical and practical aspects of spatial planning in marine 
and coastal areas as well as discussing needs-specific action in each 
country

• To review national and regional legal policy frameworks to identify key 
recommended actions towards an enabling policy environment for 
MCSP and ecosystem-based approaches, and to explore linkages with 
SBD, including exploring challenges and opportunities in applying MCSP 
for evolving and implementing SBE policy and strategies.

• ~ 40 individuals trained in MCSP and Sustainable Blue Economy
• Demonstration in Thailand



Legal and Policy Frameworks in the EAS

• Research on MCSP in East Asian 
Seas has developed rapidly, and the 
upward trend is obvious.

  before 1999, less attention 
received

  2000-2011, increasing trend

  2011-2013, cliff-like decline

  2015-2018, explosive growth
         

The number of papers published referring to MCSP in EAS



Legal and Policy Frameworks in the EAS

• Strong foundation of legal and policy instruments in support of MCSP.

• Yet a significant gap between having in place most or all of the necessary laws, policies, 

institutional structures, and funding and seeing them implemented, evaluated and 

sustained for intended effect.

⚫ Legal and policy frameworks

⚫ Status of MCSP Development

• Most steps of MCSP in COBSEA countries have been completed, with some plans already 

been revised.

Pre-planning → Analysis → Development of management plan → Completion → Approval → Implementation and revision



Legal and Policy Frameworks in the EAS

⚫ MCSP and sustainable, ecosystem-based and equitable blue economies

ASEAN defines the Blue Economy as an integrated, holistic, cross-

sectoral, and cross stakeholder approach that creates value-added 

and value-chain of resources from oceans, seas, and fresh water in 

inclusive and sustainable way, making the blue economy the new 

engine for ASEAN's future economic growth. The ASEAN Blue 

Economy covers upstream downstream sectors, serving as an 

accelerator of the conventional marine sector such as fisheries, 

aquaculture, fish-only processing, and tourism and a catalyst for 

emerging sectors such as renewable energy, biotechnology, and 

marine and freshwater-based research and education as well as other 

emerging sectors from aquatic resources. 



Legal and Policy Frameworks in the EAS

⚫ MCSP and sustainable, ecosystem-based and equitable blue economies

• Ecosystem-based

• Place- or area-based

• Integrated

• Adaptive

• Strategic and anticipatory

• Science- and technology-
based

• Participatory

MCSP

Successful and sustainable blue 
economy strategies must be: 

• Can overcome traditional and still 

dominant sector-by-sector 

approach 

• Must be  attentive to representation, 

power dynamics and how new 

boundaries, rights and activities can 

impact the tenure, rights, livelihoods 

and food security of local 

communities.



Legal and Policy Frameworks in the EAS

⚫ MCSP and sustainable, ecosystem-based and equitable blue economies

• Working toward healthy, resilient and productive marine and coastal ecosystems.

• Reducing land- and sea-based pollution of the coastal and marine environments.

• Taking mitigating climate action, in reducing emissions, building resilience of coastal and ocean 

ecosystems, communities and infrastructure, and taking anticipatory adaptation measures.

• Supporting innovation and investments through sustainable ocean finance, regional data 

management and sharing, and use of the best available science and technology, including 

indigenous and local knowledge, in the development of new or expanding ocean industries.

• Enhancing ocean literacy at all levels throughout the region.

• Develop national Sustainable Ocean Plans by 2030 or sooner. 

EAS countries’ Blue Economy strategies should focus on: 



Lessons Learned and 
Best Practices



Lessons Learned and Best Practices

✓ MCSP is a highly intersecting field, which requires experts and scholars in different disciplines 

to look at issues from different perspectives and put forward ingenious opinions.

Rich and diverse research content: multi-disciplinary and multi-perspective inquiry

Planning and management technology have been constantly updating: the 
application of 3S technology and data drive innovation

✓ 3S technology has made the practice of integrated marine and coastal management more 

efficient. 

✓ Remote sensing technology has vividly demonstrated the coastal land use status.

✓ Geographic information technology is very important in comprehensive geographic zoning 

decisions at the regional level.



Lessons Learned and Best Practices

✓ Cross-departmental management and stakeholder participation are essential in order to combat 

pressure and will enable the management plan to be more effectively implemented.

Cross-cutting cooperation and stakeholder participation: key factors for effective 
marine management

Coastal resource management: development and sustainable development under 
ecological protection

✓ Integrated, sustainable resource management measures considering ecological protection and 

cost-benefit balance could enable better and effective outcomes.

✓ Yet, terms regarding sustainable management practices or sustainable resource use lacks 

clarity and consensus in practice



Lessons Learned and Best Practices

✓ Coastal areas are facing greater disaster risk due to climate change.

✓ The planning and response of MCSP to the integrated disaster risk management should be 

comprehensively analyzed and planned.

✓ Smarter coastal protection strategies which are adaptable, sustainable, multifunctional and 

economically feasible and incorporated ecology and ecosystem service are needed.

The importance of integrated disaster risk management: prevention and governance

Comparison of policy changes and legal frameworks related to MCSP: rational 
review and criticism

✓ The development of MCSP and changes and updates of related policy and legal framework have 

always been the focus of academic circles, which could provide inspirations to the evolvement of 

related mechanisms.



Recommendations



MCSP and Blue Economy (2020 – 2021)

• Develop the techniques for marine and coastal spatial planning in COBSEA 
participating countries

• Further research and development to better adapt to the needs and 
characteristics of the region.

• Enhance capacity development
• Strengthen vertical and horizontal integration
• Increase transboundary/regional collaboration
• Invest in coastal and ocean science and strengthen science-policy 

integration
• Enhance data sharing and coordination
• Anticipate and respond to global and regional development trends

• Cooperation platform for MCSP in the EAS Region
• Regional guidance for an ecosystem-based approach to marine and coastal 

planning and management
• Launch of a marine and coastal spatial planning project



Thank you!

Margarita Victoria Caballa
Marine and Coastal Ecosystems Lead
COBSEA / SCS-SAP Project
margarita.caballa@un.org
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