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[EN] The designations employed and material presented during this event do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UNESCO and the 
European Commission concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or 
area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries.

The ideas and opinions expressed are the ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΩ own; they are not necessarily 
those of UNESCO and the European Commission and do not commit the 
organizations.



MSPglobal Programme

MSP regional training workshop for East Asian Seas



20 years of IOC experience on MSP

2006

2009

2014

2021
Á International guidance

Á Capacity development

2018



IOC-wide Strategy on
Sustainable Ocean Planning & Management 2025-2030

SOPM:

ü Comprehensive, strategic and future -oriented framework designed to guide decision-making about the 

overall sustainable use and conservation of a nation's entire ocean resources. 

ü Unifying 'umbrella' for ocean-related governance at all scales (é) integrating existing and future 

management frameworks (such as marine spatial plans , marine protected area management plans, 

integrated coastal area and watershed management plans, sectoral plans such as for tourism, renewable 

energy, or fisheries management)

Mission:  ñSupport decision-makers in implementing SOPM by facilitating the uptake of data, advancing 

knowledge products and strengthening capacities, by 2030ò

Strategic Objectives :

i. Enhance integration and mainstreaming of SOPM approaches

ii. Increase visibility and facilitate use of improved observations, data and knowledge

iii. Strengthen cross-sectoral and transboundary coordination and collaboration 

iv. Expand capacity development



Joint initiatives by IOC and European Commission since 2017

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

2017 2022

FRAMEWORK

2017-2022 2022-2027

PROGRAMME & PROJECT

New Knowledge & Tools +
Regional & National activities

2018

COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE

2019 2019

2019 2022 2024



MSPglobal - At Global level

More coming soon!

Guide: LSI
Data Toolbox: CIA; 

Scenarios
Good Practices: 

Aquaculture

Co-development of new knowledge & tools:

Á International Guides 
Á Data Toolboxes 
Á Good practices for stakeholder engagement 



MSPglobal - At Global level

Development of new capacity development materials:

Á Multilingual Online & In-person Training Courses (EN | ES | FR) 

++
+

Under
Development



MSPglobal - At Regional level

Technical support to strengthen regional dialogue and partnerships:

Establishment or support to regional Expert Groups and Communities of Practices 

(e.g., WESTPAC, Atlantic Coast of Africa, IOCARIBE, Mediterranean) 
Development of Regional MSProadmaps
Organization of regional meetings and trainings

Co-organised  with IOC Sub 
Commissions

and other regional organisations



MSPglobal - At Regional level
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Priority areas of action

1. Cooperation and 
collaboration

2. Knowledge support

3. Capacity development, 
awareness and 
engagement

4. Demonstration and 
good practices 



MSPglobal - At National level

Co-publication

National 
publication

National Action Plan to advance MSP

Technical support to advance  MSP at national level:
Also through associated projects (e.g., co-funded by Gov. of Sweden) and partners (e.g., GIZ, World 
Bank)

Á Trainings: In-person (e.g., with MSP Challenge board game)
Á Rapid Assessment Methodology: Desk-review and in-person workshops
Outputs: Two publications (Assessment = Steps 1 and 2; Action Plan = step 3)



MSPglobal International Guide on 
Marine/Maritime Spatial Planning 



Ch. 1 - About this guide

Showcases inspiring examples of MSP for user consideration.

ÁCoordinator and Editors

Á International Expert Group

o 7 experts from Americas, Africa, Asia and Europe 

o Authors of the guide

Á Thematic Expert Group

o 16 experts from Americas, Africa, Asia and Europe 

o Authors of policy briefs; some also contributed to and reviewed the guide

+ contributions from all stakeholders 

engaged in the 
MSProadmap, MSPglobal and MSPforum

Open call:
70 applicants



Ch. 2 - MSP and ocean governance basics

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Sustainable blue economy & Multi-uses

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Ch. 3 to 8 - The MSP process: more than a plan

Setting 
the scene

Designing the 
planning process

Assessments for 
planning

The 
plan

Enabling 
implementation 

of the plan

Monitoring, 
evaluation and 

adaptation

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021

*



Ch. 3 - How to set the scene

ÁExisting legal and 
institutional 
frameworks 

ÁStakeholders and 
their planning 
needs

ÁBudget and 
funding

ÁMSP working group

- Usually, multi-institutional or 
multi-agency
- May include other key 
stakeholders and planning 
experts

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



MSP drivers

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Awareness & Capacity building on MSP

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Ch. 4 - Designing the planning process

Á Planning team & Work plan

(including strategies for communication 
and participation)

Á Planning boundaries of MSP and its 
plan(s), as well as time frame

Á Principles

Á Initial vision and objectives

- Related to the 
MSP drivers

- Broad but guided 
by some realism

- Specific

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Checklist for engaging stakeholders

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



MSP principles

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021

ÁHow the process needs to be 
conducted in relation 
to stakeholders (e.g. 
participative)

ÁHow the plan needs to be 
developed (e.g. ecosystem-
based approach; climate smart)

ÁWhat the plan needs to deliver 
(e.g. sustainable development; 
social justice)



Objectives of the MSP plan

Ecological + Economic + Social

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Planning the monitoring and evaluation of the plan

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Ch. 5 - Assessments for planning

Á Present: Diagnose environmental, socio-
economic and cultural conditions

Á Future: Trends, new demands of ocean space, 
suitability maps, potential areas for biodiversity 
conservation, climate change

Á Alternative scenarios 

Á Public information system

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Existing conditions

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021όΧύ



Existing conditions

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021όΧύ



Future conditions 

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Scenarios

Trade-off analysis

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Ch. 6 - The plan

Á The MSP plan content:

o Agreed vision and 
objectives

o Spatial allocation of 
uses (e.g. zoning) 

o Non-spatial 
management actions

Á Approving the MSP plan

o Consultation 

(ideally, incl. 
transboundary 
consultation)

Source: UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Ch. 7 - Enabling implementation of the plan

ÁRegulation to refer to the implementation 
of the marine spatial plan

ÁRegular dialogue with stakeholders to 
follow up and support implementation

ÁCapacity development for competent 
authorities and stakeholders on the 
implementation of the plan

ÁCompliance of sectoral authorities, 
regulatory bodies and stakeholders 

ÁEnforcement of the MSP plan by the 
government

Source: : UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021



Ch. 8 - Monitoring, evaluation and adaptation

ÁThe MSP processes (including stakeholder 

engagement)

ÁThe plan and its relevance (final draft)

ÁThe implementation of the plan (regular 
and mid-term evaluation)

ÁThe outcomes/results of the plan 

Source: : UNESCO-IOC/European Commission, 2021

The challenge of isolating the 
effects of MSP



Recommendations for 
Biodiversity Inclusive and Climate-smart
Marine Spatial Planning 



¢ƘŜ hŎŜŀƴΩǎ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ
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BIODIVERSITY

CLIMATE 
CHANGE

Great diversity of 
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Food weebs

Biogeochemicalcycles
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Climateregulation
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Resources for coastal 
IPLCs and marine-based 

industries



Facing Climate & Biodiversity Crisis
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CHANGE

Ocean 
acidification

Warmer 
waters

Extreme 
weather 
events
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Societal Impacts

©  The Yudel Media/Shutterstock.com

�‡ Declining fisheries and food security
�‡ Loss of coastal protection and 

livelihoods
�‡ Reduced carbon sequestration capacity
�‡ Cultural and recreational impacts on 

coastal communities
�‡ Growing social inequities as vulnerable 

populations face the highest risks


