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Xiamen, a modern international port scenery city, located on the southeast coast of China, covers a land area of 1565 km2 and a sea area of 340 km2 with a coastal line of 234 km.  Xiamen was one of the five ports designated for international trade after the First Opium War (1840), and became an important international trading port. As one of the “special economic zone”, Xiamen economy has developed rapidly with an annual growth rate of more than 20% in the GDP since 1980. The marine economy, which consists of shipping, tourism, marine industry and marine technology, is a major part of the city’s economy. In 2000, the value of the ocean economy amounted to 11.5 billion yuan, accounting for 20% of the city’s GDP. As consequences of rapid economic development, Xiamen also faces major coastal management problems such as marine pollution, habitat destruction, and multiple-use conflicts. A holistic and interagency coordinated approach to effectively minimize or prevent further deterioration of the environment is needed for the sustainable economic developing. 

In 1994, Xiamen was selected as one of the two national demonstration site for the implementation of an ICM program under the GEF/UNDP/IMO Regional Programme for Marine Pollution Prevention and Management of the East Asian Seas Region. During the period of 5 years, Xiamen gained significant achievements in the processes of ICM including: development of a coordinating management mechanism; establishment of a legislation framework; strengthening of integrated enforcement for marine management; and the establishment of a scientific support and policy advisory structure.

“Improved environmental quality in the River Thames in England, Boston Harbor in the United States, and Xiamen Harbor in China show that determined, coordinated action can produce benefits even in large  urban areas, where development and population pressures  are concentrated” .(GESAMP, 28th Session, 1998).In this talk, the successful experiences and lessons of Xiamen ICM will be briefly discussed The Xiamen ICM demonstrate that the processes of Coastal Zone Integrate Management among sectors and agencies; among scientists ,managers and the public are essential for the sustainable Development of a Coastal City.
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