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Overview

Strategic Driver

Resolution No. 36-NQ/TW (2018) on the Strategy for Sustainable 
Development of Viet Nam's Marine Economy by 2030, vision to 2045 —
shifting governance from traditional 'brown' exploitation to a sustainable 
'blue' paradigm.

The Statutory Milestone

National Assembly passed Resolution No. 139/2024/QH15 on the National 
Marine Spatial Planning (MSP), officially transitioning to an integrated, 
ecosystem-based management.

Current Focus (2025-2026)

Implementing Resolution No. 37/NQ-CP (2025) which details the national 
roadmap, assigning multi-sectoral tasks across ministries and the 28 coastal 
provinces.

Spatial Optimizations

Consolidating 28 coastal administrative units into 21 high-potential 'marine 
economic growth' hubs to prevent fragmentation and cross-sectoral spatial 
conflicts.
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National Marine Spatial Plan

Functional zoning of national sea areas

Coastal provinces & 
marine economic 
corridors

Priority marine 
economic growth 
zones
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Key milestones and lessons learned

Framework Implementation Phase

Supported by the 2026-2029 UNDP-Norway Partnership — transitioning Viet Nam's 
spatial planning from static maps into live ocean governance.

VN-BEI · Viet Nam Blue Economy Index

A 4-pillar index tracking Economic (6 priority sectors), Social (livelihoods), 
Environmental (marine health, plastic reduction) & Governance (MSP compliance) 
across all coastal provinces.

Innovative Financing

Developing 'investment-ready' marine spatial blocks to attract international green 
funds, blue bonds and blue carbon credit financing.

Adaptive 5-step spatial cycle

1 Data collection

2 Diagnostic mapping

3 Strategic drafting

4 Multi-stakeholder consultation

5 Adaptive updating
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Stakeholder Engagement

8 central ministries coordinated        21 coastal local authorities engaged

Vertical & Horizontal Integration

Coordinating horizontal linkages across 8 central ministries (MONRE, 
MOT, MOD, MARD, etc.) and vertical implementation down to the 21 
coastal local authorities.

National Marine Committee

Empowered as the central inter-ministerial body to arbitrate spatial 
disputes and resolve overlapping marine claims dynamically.

Community & Science Focus

Local fishing communities, marine researchers and private developers 
involved in steps 3 & 4 of planning to secure high zoning compliance.

Addressing Spatial Conflicts

Applying strict zoning hierarchy to mediate competing demands of 
offshore wind energy, international shipping lanes and marine 
protected areas (MPAs).
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Challenges &
moving forward

Technical & Data Gaps

Lack of continuous deep-sea baseline data and unified GIS platforms requires technological 
modernization and satellite-based monitoring.

Financial Constraints

Public budgets alone cannot sustain massive marine projects — a critical need to attract 
green, private and carbon-market investments.

Global Plastic Treaty Alignment

Expanding regional and national work to reduce marine plastic litter, integrating waste 
management with circular economy designs.

Transboundary Partnerships

Strengthening bilateral and multilateral coordination via COBSEA, UNEP and PEMSEA 
networks, aligning with frameworks like the BBNJ Agreement.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!
National Experience on Marine Spatial Planning (MSP): Viet Nam

Vietnam Agency of Seas and Islands (VASI)

Ministry Agriculture and Environment (MAE)
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