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Session 9: National experiences and approaches

Malaysia
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Maritime Institute of Malaysia (MIMA) Role in MSP

MIMA (Maritime Institute of Malaysia) is Malaysia's national maritime policy research institute, established to
conduct research, provide policy advice, and support evidence-based decision-making on maritime issues for
the Government of Malaysia.

MIMA was entrusted by the Ministry of Transport (MOT) to lead the development of Malaysia's Maritime Spatial

Planning (MSP) framework through research, stakeholder consultations, and technical studies.

MIMA contributed to the development of Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) Framework through research, policy
support, and stakeholder engagement.
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Current Status of Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) in Malaysia

Malaysia is currently in the initial stage of Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) framework, with significant
progress made in establishing the governance, policy and institutional foundations. While a legally adopted
national Marine Spatial Plan has not yet been implemented, several important milestones have been
achieved:

MARINE SPATIAL DATA INTEGRATION

Agencies are strengthening marine
geospatial data sharing through initiatives
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT such as the Marine Technical Committee
UNDERWAY (JTMM) and MyGDI to support evidence-
based MSP.

MIMA, under the Ministry of Transport, is

MSP RECOGNISED AS A NATIONAL leading stakeholder consultations

PRIORITY involving federal ministries, state
governments, academia, industry, NGOs
and local communities.

Endorsed by the National Physical

Planning Council (MPFN) in 2024.

Incorporated into the Thirteenth Malaysia
Plan (RMK13: 2026—-2030) as part of the
national Blue Economy and sustainable
ocean governance agenda.

Technical discussions continue to refine
the national MSP framework.

:
Scava
L7

== I Y
planning * és%i_-g: Uesco U N A\ L pﬂ p c E A

[ 3
! %
spatial Za%%way

LEARN 3 i
global SSS% o environment
f e:e‘b O;r::‘:;::hl programme COORDINATING BODY ON THE SEAS OF EAST ASIA ge

Co-funded by
the European Union



Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) regional training workshop for the East Asian Seas | 20 - 22 July 2026 | Bangkok, Thailand

Key Milestones

Year Milestone Significance
e Developed the National Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) Framework.
e Assessed existing policies, legal frameworks and institutional
2026 — National Marine Spatial | arrangements.
Planning Framework e |dentified priority marine sectors, spatial conflicts and planning
present .
(Initial Stage) needs.
e Established the basis for a coordinated and integrated national MSP
implementation.
Stakeholder Engagement e Engaged federaI. angl state agencies, academia, industry and NGOs.
2026 - 2 Technical e Gathered technical inputs for MSP development.
present Consultations by MIMA) e Strengthened inter-agency coordination.
e Promoted a whole-of-government approach.
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Key Milestones

Year Milestone Significance

e Mainstreamed MSP into national development planning.

e Supported Malaysia's Blue Economy aspirations.

e Promoted sustainable and integrated ocean governance.

e Provided strategic direction for future MSP implementation.

Marine Spatial Planning
2025 incorporated into RMK13
(2026-2030)

e Recognised MSP as a national strategic priority.

e Agreed to develop a national Marine Spatial Planning framework.
e Strengthened policy direction for integrated ocean governance.

e Demonstrated strong political commitment at the highest level.

MSP endorsed by the
2024 National Physical
Planning Council (MPFN)

e Introduced international MSP best practices to Malaysia.

e Increased national awareness of MISP as an ocean governance tool.
e Strengthened international collaboration with France and the
European Union.

e |nitiated dialogue on integrating MSP into Malaysia's Blue Economy
agenda.

UN® caPpeEaA (%]

environment f
programme COORDINATING BODY ON THE SEAS OF EAST ASIA ge Co-funded by
the European Union

MIMA—-Embassy of
2022 France—EU Seminar on
Marine Spatial Planning

>
spatial s 2525ey
planning 't}} 524
global 5%
=




Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) regional training workshop for the East Asian Seas | 20 - 22 July 2026 | Bangkok, Thailand

( Biodiversity conservation

Economic optimization of sustainable
marine sectors

Development from The
Establishment of Malaysian Blue

Economy Blueprint users

Climate change adaption through
nature-based solution

Key Drivers Behind MSP (

Conflict reduction between multiple ]
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Stakeholder Engagement

How stakeholders been engaged

1) Whole-of-government approach — Federal and state agencies worked together through workshops,

meetings, and regular discussions.

2) Stakeholder engagement — Input was gathered from universities, research organisations, NGOs, industry,

and local coastal communities.

3) International collaboration — Worked with international partners to share knowledge and learn from global

experiences.

4) Evidence-based planning — Decisions were guided by scientific research, spatial data, and technical studies

to ensure effective planning.
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Stakeholder Engagement

Governance challenges have emerged

1) Coordination challenges — Different responsibilities between federal and state governments make coordination

challenging.
2) Diversify of policies — Laws and institutions need better alignment for effective marine management.
3) Limited data — Data gaps and limited data sharing affect planning and decision-making.

4) Competing marine activities — Balancing shipping, fisheries, offshore energy, tourism, and marine conservation

is challenging.

5) Capacity constraints — More technical expertise and stronger institutions are needed to support long-term MSP

implementation and monitoring.
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Challenges

Challenges Malaysia Context
Federal—State jurisdiction

Requiring Harmonisation

Legal and Regulatory Framework

Marine governance is shared between the Federal and State

Governments, making coordination and decision-making more complex.

Limited marine spatial data
integration

Marine-related responsibilities are spread across multiple laws and
agencies, requiring better legal harmonisation for integrated MSP.
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sharing and integrated spatial databases are needed to support MSP.
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Challenges

Challenges

Institutional coordination

Capacity and technical expertise

Malaysia Context

Effective MSP requires stronger coordination among federal ministries,
state governments and technical agencies responsible for marine
management.

Malaysia is still building technical capacity in marine spatial analysis, GIS
and ecosystem-based planning to support nationwide implementation.
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Lessons Learned

Malaysia's Marine Spatial Planning (MSP): Lessons Learned

1)

2)

3)

4)

Strong political leadership is essential: Support from the Prime Minister and the National Physical Planning

Council has made MSP a national priority.

Good preparation leads to better implementation: Malaysia is strengthening governance, reviewing laws and

building stakeholder consensus before implementing MSP nationwide.

Partnerships strengthen capacity: Collaboration with international partners and local experts has helped

improve knowledge sharing and support evidence-based policymaking.

Stakeholder engagement is key: Ongoing engagement with government, academia, industry, NGOs and coastal

communities helps build trust, encourage collaboration and reduce future conflicts over marine space use.
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Moving Forward

1) Establish a clear national MSP governance framework with defined institutional roles and responsibilities.
2) Strengthen federal—state collaboration through permanent coordination mechanisms and joint planning.

3) Develop an integrated national marine spatial data platform to improve information sharing and

evidence-based planning.
4) Continue capacity building through technical training, GIS development and knowledge exchange.

5) Expand international collaboration with organisations and partner countries to share best practices and

technical expertise.

6) Maintain continuous stakeholder engagement throughout MSP planning and implementation to build

consensus and reduce conflicts.
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Thank You
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