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What is the blue economy?

Economic uses of ocean and coastal resources

Energy, shipping, tourism & recreation, coastal 

development, fisheries, aquaculture, mining, 

community resource uses, blue carbon, coastal 

protection, cultural values, biodiversity …



A sustainable blue economy 

harnesses the potential for ocean-related 

sectors to deliver sustainable economic 

growth while respecting ecological limits, 

and placing a strong emphasis on equity

and social inclusivity



The Blue Economy is important for us

• We can’t achieve our collective goals without 

addressing economic drivers of change

• Delivers jobs, livelihoods and food security

• To have the biggest impact, consider the most 

influential actors – including private sector

• Huge financing flows



Central to delivering on the SDGs

1. End Poverty

2. End Hunger

8. Decent work & economic growth

9. Industry, innovation & infrastructure

10. Reduced inequality

12. Responsible Consumption & Production

14. Life under water

14.7 Increase economic benefits to SIDs and LDCs

14.b Small-scale fishers’ access to resources & markets



A framework

1. Assist countries, regions & provinces with their 

Blue Economy goals 

Tools & data e.g. ocean mapping, natural capital accounting

Technical support & capacity building 

Economic policy development 

Market-based solutions

2. Foster a widespread movement of sustainable private 

enterprises & community entrepreneurs 

Connect private investors with enterprises & community associations

Institution building, capacity building

Partnerships & tools for businesses



“… when economic activity is in 

balance with long-term capacity of 

ocean ecosystems to support activities 

and remain resilient and healthy.”

Ocean economies:

China: 10% of GDP

Indonesia: 20% of GDP

World Ocean Summit

February 22-24, Bali



“ocean industries will outperform 

global economy"



Ocean Economy = $2.5 trillion / year

7th largest national economy

Larger than India, Italy, Brazil, …



Center for the Blue Economy

centerfortheblueeconomy.org

http://centerfortheblueeconomy.org
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Panel discussion

How can Blue Economy approaches help achieve the SDGs? 

National & regional blue economy policies

Private sector & community-based solutions

What tools / resources / data do we need?

What role can GEF marine projects (LMEs, ICZM, MPAs) play?

Who else is working on this? What partnerships are needed?



Proposed joint thought piece

How can Blue Economy approaches 

help to deliver the SDGs?
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