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"It was feared that … extra effort 
would deplete the fish stocks outside 
of MPAs. Happily, there is no evidence 
of depletion. In fact, fish stocks 
outside of MPAs have increased over 
time, although at a slower rate than 
inside MPAs.”  Robert Warner, co-
author

“…scientists found that fish species 
targeted by fishermen had both 
greater density (numbers of fish 
per area) and biomass (total weight 
per area) inside MPAs as compared 
to reference sites outside…we also 
found increases in fished species 
outside in the unprotected areas”

16 September, 2015









Impact of Sydney:
Country Commitments on MPAs

• Gabon will designate a network of MPAs covering 23% of the nation's waters, 
or roughly 46,000 km2.

• Comoros committed to protecting 5% of its EEZ in MPAs by 2017.
• Madagascar committed to tripling its MPA coverage in the next 10 years.
• Australia committed to ending the dumping of dredge spoil in the Great 

Barrier Reef Marine Park for capital dredge purposes.
• Russia committed to increasing its MPA coverage to 170,000 km2 in the next 

10 years.
• South Africa committed to tripling its MPA coverage in the next 10 years.
• Brazil committed to protecting 5% of its marine waters by 2020.
• French Polynesia committed to creating a new large-scale MPA initiative in the 

Austral Islands.
• The Republic of Kiribati and the US signed a cooperative agreement to 

coordinate research and protection of their adjacent MPAs: the Phoenix 
Islands Protected Area (Kiribati) and the Pacific Remote Islands Marine 
National Monument (US).



Protect More 

Involve More

Invest More 

Marine Goals Planning for Sydney

PROMISE OF 
SYDNEY

Marine Protected Areas 
for Our Ocean Planet



Marine Recommendations

1. Increase Ocean Area in MPAs

2. Commit to Management Effectiveness

3. Integrate MPAs into the Broader Seascape

MPA Targets & 
Effectiveness



Marine Recommendations

4. Include MPAs as Part of the Solution for 
Climate Change Impacts

5. Protect the High Seas

6. Incorporate Oceans in Sustainable 
Development Goals

7. Prevent Illegal Fishing

International 
Agreements 



Marine Recommendations

8. Manage MPAs for Human as well as 
Ecological Benefits

9. Strengthen Support for Marine Conservation

10. Develop Innovative Partnerships with 
Business

Engaging with 
people



MPA objectives

• Educate the public 
about marine 
ecosystems 

• Offer nature-based 
recreation and 
tourism

• Provide undisturbed 
control or reference 
sites for research

LME objectives

• Improve understanding & 
governance of 
transboundary  marine 
resources

• Reduce pollution and 
nutrients entering the 
marine environment

• Improve fisheries 
management

• Build capacity for 
ecosystem-based 
management of marine 
resources

• Preserve biodiversity & 
ecosystem services

• Protect spawning 
grounds & nurseries

• Reduce poverty and 
improve livelihoods

• Monitoring and 
evaluation

• Habitat restoration

The MPA/ LME interface



Building on existing work



Thank you for your attention
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Further info:

james.oliver@iucn.org

www.iucn.org/marine 

www.iucn.org/wcpa


