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6 September 2018 

Ms. Maria Apostolova 

Amazon Cooperation Organization (ACTO) 

maria.apostolova@otca.org.br 

 

Dear Ms. Apostolova, 

 

On behalf of the Global Environment Facility  (GEF), I am delighted to invite you to participate in the 

Ninth GEF Biennial International Waters Conference (IWC9), generously hosted by the Government of 

Morocco. The conference is the signature event of the GEF International Waters (IW) Portfolio of 

investments in shared river basins, lakes, groundwater, coastal and marine ecosystems and fisheries, and 

areas beyond national jurisdiction. It will take place 5-8 November 2018 in Marrakesh, Morocco, at Les 

Jardins de lôAgdal Hotel.  

 

The IWC objectives are to facilitate cross-sectoral and GEF IW Portfolio-wide learning and experience 

sharing. They strive to solicit advice from the existing GEF IW Portfolio on burning issues and to assist in 

building participant capacity in key management and technical areas. Participants sum up progress 

achieved and look to the future of programming within and beyond the GEF IW Focal Area. IWC9 is 

organized under the theme Sustaining International Waters Cooperation, with discussion tracks devoted 

to building traction of the GEFôs foundational methodology, the Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis-

Strategic Action Programme process, toward 2030 and beyond; to utilizing transformational practices and 

tools for more informed decisions and better management of systems; and to incorporating forward-

thinking solutions for ensuring long-term sustainability  of both ongoing and new interventions. 

 

The IWC9 will i nclude ample time for informal networking, providing opportunities to seek out and learn 

from others facing similar issues. The conference wil l convene about 300 participants, comprising GEF 

IW project managers, representatives of beneficiary countries, non-governmental organizations, 

transboundary management institutions, GEF implementing agencies, and the private sector.  

 

If y ou choose to accept this invitation, please register online at: https://iwlearn.net/events/iwc9-

2018/register-e1. In the event you are unable to attend the IWC9, I kindly ask that you forward this 

invitation to another official working on your project or in your partner organization.  

 

Your expertise and insight will benefit our client countries, projects and partners participating in this 

dialogue, while your inputs will help inform and enhance GEF programming for the future. I hope you are 

able to join us for this inspiring event in Marrakesh. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Naoko Ishii 

Chief Executive Officer and Chairperson 

The Global Environment Facility 



The AMAZON: Dimensions and  

Global Significance 

6% OF THE TERRESTRIAL SURFACE  

OF THE PLANET 

approx. 7.5 Million km 2 

LARGEST TROPICAL FOREST AND  

MEGADIVERSE REGION IN THE WORLD  

40.000 Plant Species identified  

20% OF THE FRESH WATER DISCHARGED  

INTO THE OCEAN COMES FROM THE AMAZON 

220.000 m3 per second 

40 MILLION PEOPLE 

420 Indigenous peoples, 

86 languages, 650 dialects and  

71 references to isolated indigenous 

peoples 



 

 

BOLIVIA           BRAZIL 
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PERU             SURINAME 
VENEZUELA 

GEF AMAZON PROJECT: 
Water Resources and Climate Change 



MAIN PROJECT OUTPUTS 
 

Å Targeted reserach studies  

Å Feasibility studies and innovative 

solutions on IWRM and Climate 

Change adaptation.  

Å 8,700 Public opinion surveys  

Å Legal and institutional inventory  

Å Hydro-climate Vulnerability Atlas  

Å Integrated Information System 

Å Technical and political dialogue 

and regional cooperation.  

 

1.5 M PEOPLE BENEFITED DIRECTLY OR 

INDIRECTLY 

Å SHARED VISION ð TDA ð STRATEGIC 

ACTION PROGRAM  




