Improving success for data and information uptake[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Many points referenced from: http://www.reefbase.org/gefll/default.aspx and http://www.wri.org/publication/influence-of-coastal-economic-valuations-in-caribbean] 

· local demand for valuation
· cannot be artificially created however awareness can be raised of its benefits (success stories and values from other areas)
· identify causal links between ecosystems, ecosystem services, and resource users
· create awareness of adaptive capacity building and resilience (management for resilience)
· a clear policy question
· take the time to develop and refine: iterative process
· must be relevant and timely  , “marketable”
· identify data needs, constraints to the collection and analysis process
· design realistic projects that reflect available resources and time 
· flexibility in project design
· outcomes and exit strategy 
· strong local partnerships
· identify in-country champions/change agents and marginalised groups
· peer networks and communication very important
· social context assessment as a prerequisite 
· capacity must be built, skills transferred
· take time to develop relationships, engage stakeholders and agencies at all stages of the project
· communication and involvement during process : builds confidence 
· some partnerships are vital, some are “lethal”
· access to decision-makers
· approach decision makers as a sector with their own demands and interests
· identify their needs and not prescribe own interests
· good governance with high transparency
· promote legislative support for policy recommendations
· promote decentralisation and comanagement
· institutional memory and retention
· study areas with a high dependence on coastal resources
· Educate policy makers and public on their dependence on natural resources
· Develop strong outreach strategy : must recognise our lack of communication skills as scientists to communicate
· Other points
· Transparent methodological processes and recognise trade-offs in various approaches
· Should we work where success is more likely? Where we want to have high returns on our investment
· Biological response maybe 5 years, social change may take half a generation or more

