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We need credible 

information that drives 
change at a basin level. 



Information vs. decision-making 

? 
Information overload 
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Presentation Notes
Question of how to turn information into knowledge
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Presentation Notes
Starting from the demand for information and knowledge instead of supply side
Stakeholder based process using certain standard guidance and recommended frameworks for indicators



Orinoco Report Card 

      Orinoco Report Card 
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Orinoco Basin spans Venezuela and Colombia
focus on 7 subbasins of the Colombian portion of the basin
Important for local livelihoods and idigenous peoples, biodiversity (photos: Green Severum and atlum angelfish); and diverse pressures on the system (mining, oil palm, infrastructure development)
Information to be tracked includes: physical, chemical, biological, social/cultural, economic and human health




“Good News – 
Based on my years 
in the 
environmental 
movement, I think 
the Agency does an 
exemplary job of 
protecting the 
Nation’s public 
health and quality 
of the environment. 
Bad News- I can’t 
prove it” 
 



Increase public awareness and 
education on issues 
 
Increased political 

understanding of issues 
 
Changes in resource allocation 

 
Increase demand and 

production of information 
 
 

 
Changed behavior 

 
Improved basin health 
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Conducted survey of all report cards conducted by UMCES
Survey had 60% response rate
One interesting result is the role of report cards have had in increasing demand and production of information
80% of respondents reported that generating knowledge and information was a goal of their report card
63.6% of the repeated report cards have added indicators over time 
50 % of repeated report cards have said that sampling sites have increased

Less consensus on RC impact on changed behavior and improved basin health (this is part of basis for why we are now experimenting with including system dynamics modeling in the process)



 
 
 

Greater Mekong Subregion Atlas of the Environment (2nd 
Edition). Download at www.gms-eoc.org 

Mekong 
Flooded Forest 
(MFF) 
Landscape 

LIVES Phase I Feb 2014 - Feb 2016 
Research: Pilot component  
  

Mekong/Cambodia 
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Presentation Notes
Collaboration with the Luc Hoffmann Institute’s LIVES (Linked Indicators for Vital Ecosystem Services) Project – Nov 2014

The Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) is a natural economic area bound together by the Mekong River
It covers 2.6 million square kilometers and is home to 326 million people
Different ways in which the river is being managed 





Options for action 

Report Card 

A 

C 
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What’s been done:

Early training and participatory modelling, Jan 2015 and Apr 2015 Phnom Penh, Kratie & Stung Treng Provinces, Cambodia 
Training of Trainers, 28th Sept – 2nd Oct 2015, Stung Treng Province, Cambodia 
March 2016 mock report card and testing of climate futures (including the CCAP- Climate Change Adaptation Plan)






thank you 
 

sarah.freeman@wwfus.org 
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How has your report card been used? 
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My report card has increased public education of issues

My report card has increased public awareness of issues

My report card has increased political awareness of issues

My report card had resulted in changed behavior of stakeholders

My report card had increased the demand for additional information

My report card has improved the overall health of (the report card region)

   

What parts of your report card 
have changed over time?  

Where have you observed 
the use of your report card 
in discussions of issues in 
your region?  
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Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements:  
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