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• Introduction to the Ocean Health Index

• The 2016 global ocean health assessment

• How the OHI can help meet SDG targets and 

support the LME approach



a HEALTHY OCEAN

sustainably delivers a range of

benefits to people both now

and in the future
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2016 Global Ocean Health Index 
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Global ocean health 



• At the politically relevant 

scales at which decisions 

are made

• Customized by 

stakeholders to meet 

local management 

targets

• Balance the needs of 

people, economic 

development and the 

ecosystem

Ocean Health Index+
+ = independent assessment
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The OHI+ system includes a framework and 

process for data-based discussions and target 

setting on policy and management priorities to:

• Provides a foundation for understanding the 

status of the ocean

• Identifies necessary and efficient resilience 

mechanisms to counter pressures

• Sustainably maximizes the ecological and 

economic productivity of the ocean.



OHI+ Assessment Process
ohi-science.org



Ocean Health Index Applications

• Developing national ocean management strategies to balance actions in 

multiple sectors [China, Mexico, Colombia, Madagascar, Gulf of Guayaquil]

• Aggregating national actions within regional strategies [Baltic Sea, Pacific 

Oceanscape, Canada]

• Conveying the aggregate benefit of oceans and providing a scientifically-

rigorous framework for Blue Economy guidelines & requirements [Hawai’i]

• Supporting sustainable fisheries in the GEF Coastal Fisheries Initiative 

[Peru, Ecuador]

• Operationalizing SDG Target 14.2 and contributing to at least seven other 

SDG#14 targets and many of the other 16 goals.

• Assessing planning effectiveness within a Regional Ocean Plan [USA] and 

developing management plans for new MPAs [New Caledonia]
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