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MAP’s 30th Anniversary

Mext Movember's 14th Conference of the Parties in Slovenia will mark the 30th Anniversary of the Mediterranean Action
Plan which was launched in Barcelona in 1975 as a regional arrangement to deal with common problems of marine pollu-
tion. & lot of water has gone under the bridge since then and MAP has gone from strength to strength.

Thirty years on and MAP is even more relevant today for the Mediterranean than it was when it was launched. It has
proved to be the appropriate mechanism for the promotion of environment and sustainakbla development policies in the
regiom.

Developed and developing countries, European, North African and Eastern Mediterranean, sit together to address
regicnal environmental problems and help each ather to resolve them. No other regienal arganization enjoys credibility
and trust among the Mediterranean countries as MAP does. [ts future rola in the region should be built on this strangth.

In spite of the various important pelitical initiatives taken by the Mediterranean countries within the framework of the
Barcalona process, in particular the adoption of the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea in 1976 and
its various Protocols (the Convention was amended in 1995 and the amended version entered into force in July 2004) pol-
lution problems in the region still persist and new challenges are emearging,

Followeing thirty vears of experience in working for the good of the Mediterranean, MAP needs to assess its parformance
and dafine its fubure in the light of its achievements and failures whila keeping in mind the political, economic and social
specificities of the region.

This is one of the main objectives of the external evaluation of MAP, an exercise which was launched following the deci-
sion of the Contracting Parties during their Meeting in Catania in 2003,

Cive important isswe that needs to be addressed is the status of ratification or the lack of ratification and implemenia-
tiagn of the Comrention and its Protocels by some of the Contracting Parties and the lack of a compliante mechanism.

MAF's future relations with the European Union also deserve special attention due to the fact that several Contracting
Parties are now also EU members and more are expected to join in the future.

The implementation of the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development, which is expected to be adopted by
thie Coantracting Parties, will be a milastone development for MAP and the ragion,

These are among the main issues that are expected to dominate the agenda of the next Contracting Parties meeting in
Slovenia and which will influence the shape of things to come in the Mediterranean.

Pl Mifsod
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floww MAP evelved

editerranean coastal states, eting in Barcelona in
975, adopted an Action Plan for the protection of the
V Edlterrguean Sea and the coasf. UNEP was entrusted with
fask to take the initiative to/coordinate the activities of
the Mediterranean govemaments to develop and implement
this Plan. -

During the Stockholm Con
F ment in June 1972, it
was @ problem

’

J

an h/el-luman Enwiran- amme inthe Mediterranean;
ized that marine pollution § 3, Framework Convention and Related Protocols with thelr
ed for international cooperationf Technical Annexes for the Pratection of the Medierranean
fom could mﬁs‘r usefully be focusedd Enwironment; -
&4, Institutional and Financial Implications of the Actien Flan,
rele reils of the Stockhelm Conferen One yeamafter the first Barcelona meeting, UNEP con-
g wvenedthe Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the Coastal 3ta-
une 1972 it identified maring pally-Tes of the Mediterranean Region on the Protection of the
for action, Within the overa Hedltetrunealn Sea, again InBarcelona, Af this conference
5“,' e decislon was tal-:e;nu L itrafe on  three regional agreements were adoptedan 16th Februang 1976;
i a5 a region inwhich e assist Statesfo de-  # the Convention for the Profection of the Meditervanean
prefensive, co-operaliveprod Eeﬁ:r e pro-  Sea Against Pollution; 7
arine envirgnme * the Protocal for thePrevention of Pollution of the Medi-
Mih the Faod and Aariculige Orga- ler::Fean Sea byl pping from Ships and Alrcraft;
1-Goy aritim@Consul- = the Protecol ganceming Co-operation in Combating Pol-
vened thIntergo-  lution of the MEditerranean Sea by Ol and other Hammful
of the Medlerranean _ b5, 0f Emergency.
rcelona, Spaln, from 2&th |anuary 1o 4th Febglhary 1975, i s Barcelona Conference particularly note-
2 meating was aftended | sentatives §F sixteen ufrf ‘worthy e alve stales immediately signed the Con-
he eighteen coastal States and in conclusion@participants  venti zenci Profocol, and eleven stafes sig- f
mmﬂanwlnnﬂqh : | g Protocal, Y |
: L afitfon was -‘ pd agl any all-inclusive legal
atign o take all apprg
fambat pollution of
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the Mediterranean Sea ared and to protect and enhance the
marne environment. However, by ratifying a Prolocol, slates
accepl more detailed obligations to control pollution,

The Comvention was deemed too general to provide mea-
ningful protection on its own; therefore a provision is inclu-
ded in the Convention that no Stale may become & contrac-
ting party 1o the Convention without alse becaming a party to
a least ane of the protbeals (Article 29).

The Convention pravides that it will enter into farce simul-
tanegusty with the first protocel. The Convention and the
Dumping and Emergency Prolocols enlered inla ferce oh
12th Fébruary 1978, @ mere bwo years after they were first
adopled. "~ f
ravide for the Centre relerted 1o in the Emer-
¢ (the Barcelona. Conference  of  Pleni-
d a reselution calling upan UNER in ¢o-
0 1o establish a Regional Oil Combating
lerranedn Sea, The Centre was officially
opened in Mal cember 1976,

The Conler of Plenipotentiaries also called upon
UNEF and the World Health Organization (WHD) to jointly
undertake preparations for an additional protocel to contral
land-based 50 5 o pallution. The Protocal far the protec-
tion of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution frgm Land-
based Sfurces (LES Protocol) was adopted om 17th May
1980 and emlered inta force on 17th June 1983, Amend-
Protocal were adopled on 7th March 1996 but
fentered into farce, o
raled planning activilies of the Medilerranean
LAction Pdn have evolved under two main sub-programmes,
both of 1 were approved by the governments of the
ecting held in Split, fermer Yugoslavia, betwe-
and &th Feluwary 1977, The first main sub-
i 4% the Elud Plan, It was meant to be a

polentiaries a
operation with
Centre far the

-
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gement with the knowledge and experience available in the
region, a Priority Action Progamme (PAPSRAC) was establis-
hed in 1978 and is located in Split, Croatia,

Since then, other Programmes and Regional Activity Cen-
tres (RACS) have been established, including the Programme
for the Assessment and Control of Pollution in the Mediterra-
nean Region (MED POL), the centreé for Specially Protected
Areas (SPASRAC) which focuges on biodiversity and located
in Tunisia, the Emvironment Remole Sensing  cenlre
(ERS/RACK located in [taky, Uhe Cleaner uction cenber
(CP/RAC) eslablished in 1996 and localed in Spait and the
Programme for the Protection of Coastal Historic Site
(100HS) based in France,

Other important Protocols include the Specially Protected
Areas and Biodiversily Prolocol which wias adopled on 10th
Jume 1995, replacing the SPA Protocol of 1982 and entered
inte force on 12th December 1999, and the Offshore and
Hazardous Waste Protocols adopted on 14th October 1994
and 15l October 1996 respectively bul which have not yel
gnlered inla force,

One major development in recent years was the setting up
in 1996 of the Medilerranean Commission for Sustainable
Development (MCSD) a5 & think-tank on policies for promao-
ting sustainable development in the Mediterranean Basin,
Another, which took place even more recently was the entry
inte force on 9th July, 2004 af the amended Convention
which is recorded as the Convention for the Protection of the
Marine Enviranment and Coastal Region of the Mediterranean,

The centre of MAP's activilies is the MAP Coordinating
Unit (MEDUY, which has been based in Athens since 1982,

3
o
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A breakthrough
in pollution
reduction

On the basis of the ploneering scientific studies carried out by a number of international
organizations at the beginning of the seventies, the health of the Mediterranean Sea
appeared to be at serious risk and needing concerted interventions.

Diffused urban and industrial pollution appeared then to be
rather uncontrolled all ever the region and no plans to halt and
reverse the situation existed. it is at that time, in 1975 that the
Mediterranean countries and the European Communiby adoptad
the Mediterran=an Action Plan (MAF). Only one ywear later, the
Barcelona Convention was signed together with a number of
Protocols addressing specific fields of action

The MED FOL Programme, the marine pollution assessment
and control companent of the MAP, has been one of the Plan's
main pillars since its very launch. Mostly concebved a5 a marine
Convention, the 1976 Barcelona Convention has in fact entrus-
ted MED POL with a large share of the coprdination of activities
ralated ta its main ohjective, i.e. to assist countries in prot ecting
the sea against pollution

By the end of the seventies, the countries of the region had
shown willingness to act against pollution and wess in posses-
sipn of a legal system to support thedr actions. But the capacity
and the competence of mamy af them were not sufficiant.
Strong support to countries

he experiance of scientists was scarce, laboratories were pocrhy

aquipged and in many CASEsS thera wers o SIratagles ar |:l|.:| £
Az response, during its first phase, MED POL fulfilled its role by
launching and supporting a large number of natienal research
and manitor B prajecs to quar tify and gualify marine |:u'_-|||_||||_|| .
organizing a large-scale fraining programme, supplying labora-
tares with analyiical instruments and sefing-up a programimnse Lo
improve the guality of data and of the labaratosies’ peformance,

The second phase of MED POL started at the beginning of the
gighties, coinciding with the signature and entry into farce of the
Protocol for the protection against land-based pollution (LBS
Protocol) and focused on the need o crganize national marine
peolubien manifonng programmes. to kelp the counties in fulfil-
ling the commitmeants anising from the Protocol

During this phase, national programmes were prepared on
the basis of national and local priodities and several pollutant-
specific assessments, related to the substances to be eliminated
of stricthy imited, as listed In the Protacol, weare alsg prepared
Towards reducing pollution
By the beginning of the ninaties, towards the end of the second
phase of MED POL, the Frogramme had contnbutad to the coun-
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tries of the region reaching an acceptable lavel of compatence
and capacity te monitor marine pollution and to finally be in the
pasition to fulfill the L85 Protocol requirements, i.e. to start the
difficult process of reducing and eliminating pollution.

In addition, it is at that time that the deliberations of the Rio
de laneiro Summit became a point of reference far any envinen-
mental initiative and conseguently infleenced the content and
the approaches of MED POL

It was obwvious that after a few wears of training, preparatory
wirk, assessreants, research and maonitoring, the region had to
focus on mare concrete results, B2, to actwally controd and re-
duce pollution. The MED POL Programme then enfers its thind
phase, focussing on controdling of pollution, threugh new ag-
proaches and activities and offering concrete elements for coun-
fries to use in their efforts to achiewe sustainable developreant.
A e moeantum
The entire Barcelona Convention legal system was reviewead
in arder to offer the Countries a more up-to-date tool to
address new needs and achieve new objectives. MED POL
fully and promptly reacted to this new mementum and con-
tributed to the preparation of an amended LBS Protocol —ta
include the hydrologic basin and coastal human activities in
the Protocol's scope and to offer more concrete tools for
pllution reduction— and of a new Dumping Protecol, more
restrictive than the ariginal one.

But the breakthrough in pollution reduction was marked
by the formulation by MED POL of a Strategic Action Prog-
ramme ta Address Pallution frem Land-based Activities (SAF)]
that was adopted by the Contracting Parties in 1997,

Despite some delays, the SAR is now being implementad
and countries have up to now agreed on the major pollution
reduction targets, calculated -source by source- the input
af polluting substances inte the sea, identified the relatad
control measures needed and the costs that they imply, and
agread on a timetable for their implementation by 2025, The
walidity of the SAP has been largely recognized and external
funds have been made available by 8 number of donors
(mainly GEF and the FFEM) to give impetus to the effective
launching of the activities.

-

LINEP/MAP 30" ANNIVERSARY

Promising prospects

The prospects for the SAP's lpng-term SWCCess are now promi-
sing and MED POL is concentrating on the issue of the Program-
me's financial sustainability, in order to concretely assist the
countries in the process of pollution reduction between now
and 2025,

Al present, MED POL ks halping the countries prepare Natio-
nal Action Plans in which the national authorities are expected
to clearly indicate, with an investment porifolio, what actions
and interventicns they intend to implement in order to fulfill the
AP targeats for the next ten years.

In a relatively short time from now, with the substantial
assistance of MED POL, the region could show that intentions
have been substituted by actions and that ene of the elements
that constitute the process of achieving sustainable dewelop-
ment has stamed providing its concrete contribution.

Mow that & lot of preparatory and basic work has been
carmied out since the launching of MED POL in 1975, spanning
fram research and monitoring te capacity bullding and legal,
technical and scientific assistance, the time has come to wit-
ness a progressive and stable reduction of pallution in the
region, a process clearly confirmed by the 2002 Summit in
jehannesburg as integral part of the efferts that countries
should make in order to achieve sustainable development.

MED POL should continge to play the fundamental rale that
has wntil now, by continuing to demonstrate its sensitivity to
global and regional changes and its akility to follow the evolu-
tien of regional and national nesds.

The future direction is now to accelerate the process of inte-
aration with other programmes and inifiatives and to propose,
in 2005, a new harmonized SMED POL Phase IV, through which
the countries will be able to recognize pollution reducticn as an
indispensable step of their integrated efforts towards sustaina-
be development, and MED POL as their main toal.

Francesso- Saviris Ol
MED PN Coovairaior
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"Mediterraneity™ has indeed deep historic and cultural roots. !ESldFS
ances, the economic and social development constraint
the Mediterranean Region is characterized by a rich hil
has permited its people to find innovative solutions™o r,tﬂ'." major problems aWEngES

JJ kL) mn'ﬁ |
#:l- 'Hld im hal— .

ir effects on the environm ent,
al and r.ulturll heritage that

encountered throughout history, thanks to a culture of dialogue and exchange.

The Mediterranean is the crossoads of three continents, but
alsa at its own crossroads when considening the various major
challznges and stakes for which the Mediterranean partners ara
expectad to find adeguate long-ferm solutions,

It is in this spirit that the Mediterranean cowntries and the
Ewropean Community -Contracting Parties to the Barcelona
Convention— have been working tegether with their parners
from the Civil Society in dealing first with their environmental
problems, then with the integration of emvironment and deve-
lapment, and finalky in promaoting sustainabde development.

Embadded in the first decisions of the Farties whan exten-
ding their concerns in marine pollution and the emvironmeant o
their development interszlations, the concept of sustainabla
development was explicitly included in the MAP agenda in tha
earty “His before being legally bound to the Meditermranean
Commission gn Sustainalde Development (MCS0) in the revised
Cormention in 19495,

Cumulative knowladge

Cooperating through UNER/MAP, the only Progmamme of
effective cooperation batwean “all” Mediterranean countries,
the Contracting Parties have developed a remarkable cumula-
tive knowladge and a great instituticnal and technical capa-
city that constitute solid foundations for an enabling enviran-
ment for the promotion of sustainable development and the

implementation of its basic principles in the region.

As was already the casa with UNER/MAP and the Barcelona
Coneention, the Maditerranaan Parners have acted as pionesrs
in reacting o sustainable development concems at the Regional
level, preparing an Agenda Mad21 in 19494 and astablizhing the
MCSD in 1596 as advisory body.

The compaosition, methad of work and first results of the MOS0
have prompied naw lights on the Mediterransan as an approp-
rate bridge between global and nationallocal concams, s inten-
sive programme of work has brought up key policy and strategic
questions that contributed to the decision-making pracess for a
mgre appropriate inbegration and improved management.

It has alsa promoted awareness on key stakes, challengas
and risks that showld be faced, ta pave the way towards sus-
fainable development and has boosted the participatory ap-
proach, activating multi-stakeholder consultaticns, as well as
broadening and strengthening participation of the Civil Society,
in particular the NGOs,

Thematic issues

Since it was established, the MCSD has been dealing with
various types of issues: the “thematic™ ones, related to Water,
Coastal Regions, Tourism, Urban Develogment, and Industry
and the “pross cotting” issues such as Indicatars, Free Trade
and Financing, and Cooperation,




Il1 ad-'.l'dnrl, in the year 2000, the ncmmm i Strategic
for Sustainable Development in the Mediterranean
focusing an pelicy and institutional matiers; wnde daken
in close cooperation with the Partles and Partners, this Review
calls for necessany reforms inthe countries and for the prepara-
tign of a Mediterranean and of National Strategies far Sus-
tainable Development.

It also recagnizes the need to sirengthen the MCSD and
enalile it to adequately operate and advise concermned partvers
in coping with present, emerging and future challenges, In the
preparation of the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable
Desvelopment (M350) since 2003, the thres pillars of sustaina-
ble development —economic, social, and environmental- were
given due consideration fogether with the crfical Issue of
EOVETNANGE,

Key ¢hallenges

In this confext, and besides the emdronmental challengs, the
Wisian and the Orienfations for the M550 identify five mare key
challenges {povedty, enfreprensurship, culbeal diversity, gover-
nance aned peace) and seven fields for prioedy action (wales, ensrgy
and clemate change, transport, furism, uban managemend, mural
and agriculiural deselopment and management of marine and
coastal zanes) on which the Stratemy will be struchured.

In firthar support to the preparations, the MOS0 has elabo-
rafed a series of specific thematic notes.

The M350 is expected fo be approved by the Contracting Par-
ties af their 1ath meeting in Movember 2005; the Strafegy will
provide a coherent framewark for MAFS programme of actisities
and is expected to impeove and rationalize regional cooperation
bywards sustainable development in the Region.

e technical ndhmhlsuppnﬂm the preparation
: -t’hﬁ%ﬁmmmm Devedopment,

Ten years later

Theoughout its first ten-year period, the MCSD has benefited

from substantial technical and financial ST,

Despite its shortcomings and the general crificism on its
achisvements, it remaing an exemplary initiative by the Medi-
teranean Farners that deserves more adequate attention and
mgee appropriate means,

The MCSD activities inogeneral and the M350 in particular
provide excellent opportunities for improving  cooperation
towards a commaon vision for a Mediterranean Regien living in
peace, shanng prospenty and valuing its culfural diversity,
Beyond the Mediterranean Region, the MCSD could bridee and
prowide ground for an improved Euro-Mediteranaan Partnes-
ship and also for a Euro-&rak Parinershig.

If reformed and provided with relevant strateglc and palicy
responsibilities fogethar with adequate means, the MCSD could
cantribute to, prepare for, write and tell the stories of sustaing-
ble developmeant in the Mediteransan,

Tem years after the Contracting Parties decidad fo create the
MLSD, it is imgostant to bring this important taal to materity
status.

In & time whera the world s discovering the concept of a
global destiny, it seems useful, even urgent and salufary, thal
the Mediterranean peeples and thelr partners ook mors
seripusly Info thelr commaon public geod and commaen desting,
thraugh differentiated responsibilities and effective partnes-
ship. UNEF/88AF ane its MOSD could contribute positivels ta
that major stake.

Araidy Hohallah
Darpualy Conir oy
Midlievransdr A ion Fion
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Blue Plan:

From Environment to
Sustainable Development

From the outset, the Mediterranean Action Plan has endeavoured to define the deep-
seated socio-economic causes of marine pollution and has underlined the need to
integrate environment and developmentin a rapidly changing region. A conference of
Mediterranean countries —held in Split, Croatia in 1977 at the instigation of Mostafa
Tolba, Executive Director of UNEP- defined and adopted the terms of reference for
Blue Plan: “to develop a continuous process of concerted cooperation process in
order to place at the disposal of decision-makers information enabling them to for-
mulate plans for optimum socio-economic development on a sustainable basis with-

out environmental degradation™.

During its first decade, Blue Plan explored the fulure,
basing itself on several sufficiently diverse “scenarios”, to
show possible trends and identify the margin of manoeuvra
for those in charge of planning, development and enwinon-
mental policies.

Trend and altemative scenarios axplored the possible fu-
tures af the “Mediterranaan system” in 2000 and 2025 (inclu-
ding population and spaces, agriculture and tourism, trans-
port, forests and the sea). The findings of this prospective
approach were published in 1389 in five languages under the
title “Futures for the Mediterranean Basin. The Blue Plan®™.
The main conclusions still apply:
= Although development generally leads to environmental
degradation in the Mediterran=an, enviranmental degrada-
tion in furn tends to hamper or even compromise develop-
ment @s a result of the scarcity of water, intensified soil degra-

dation, the fragility of coastal ecosystems, the extent of natu-
ral risks and the concentration of pressure on the fragile coas-
tal areas, which are the main sites of human activity and,
abawe all, of towrism.
= The transitien to a sustainable development scenarie calls
for radical changas in countries as well as extensive multila-
teral and bilateral cooperation, Morth-South with the Eurg-
pean Community and South-Sowth at the initiative of Arab
countries. Without such an effort, countries in the southem
and eastem Mediterranean will not be able to achieve a viable
soCig-aconomic situation by 2025 because of their high rate
of demographic growth and their relatively low level of deve-
loxpment.

Three years before the Earth Summit, this plonesring work
had a resgunding echo in Mediterranean couniries, within the
MAP and inthe European Commission and the Warld Bank.
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The Contracting Parties then entrusted Blue Plan with seve-
ral tasks: seffing wp and acting as a “Mediterranean Emviron-
ment and Development Observatory™ (MEDD), boosted by the
European Commission’s implementation of the Euro-Maditer-
ramean programme on ensironmental statistics; applyang the
prospective approach in coastal regions and further developing
It im certain key areas; and assisting the Meditesranean Com-
missign on Sustainable Development as a key support centre.
Tihe future, up to 2025
Af present, Blue Plan's major task is to finalize the second
comprehensive work on the fture of the reglon up to 2025,
wvihich will be published Insummer 200%, This new work, like
its predecessor, is the result of cellective expertise. It con-
firms the disturbing trends noted In 1982 and once again
draws affenfion to the risks of ongoing trends. It alsoe shows
the radical changes under way (accelerated demographic
transition) and that speeding wp and generalizing the pro-
gress already being made would help o reverse the current
trends in the direction of a win-win scenano (fenvinonment and
development, North and South),

Obstacles and assels

It highlights the obstacles to be overcome and the assets to
be put to wse. It calls for action for sustainable development
by showing the progress in governance that could be made
bath at the regional and country levels, IF underlings, in parti-

-
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cular, the need, the possibility and the benefits of “de-
coupling” economic growth from pressure on the environ-
ment by improving demand management in key sectors,
Lastly, it wrges revival of the Ewrg-Mediterranean Partnership
in grder to make the Mediterranean an example of sustaina-
ble co-development in the workd,

Blise Plam owes much to people of great wision, Serge
Antgine put the idea forward in 1975, Mostafa Tolba and
Ismail Sabsl Abdallah (then the Egyvptian Minister for Plan-
ning) subsequently obfained its endorsement by Meditema-
nean States and turned it info reality,

Blue Flan would not have existed either without the com-
ritment, falent and vast international experience of Michel
Eatisse, who died in September 2004, Let us hope that his
convictions and his message of reason and hope are reaf-
firmed ever more convingingly and strongly by generations o
come 50 that this creclal region has a future that measures up
fo its past.

Goilfaome Henait

Drecior

Centre (EF/RAL)
e,

oy

Biue Flan Regional :f{u

Miche! Butisse (1592 3-2004), ¢ French scienis, wos ang of the architedts and pramoaters of the most impor-
tavit irberntional resedrch ond envirommento! cooperabios progrimmes. He jomed UNESCO i 1951, where
fellowang mitial expenence in the feld in the Middle East, he directed the programme of research imbo arfd
wreas and helped fo set up instirtes, infer alig, i Egypt and lsreel. He ployed a key rale i water and deser-
tificetion pragrammes. bv 1968, he instigated the “Man ond the Bipsphere™ Programme, which wos af the
arigin af the corcept of sustainelle development, and promated it tirefessly throwghon the worll He wes
wisa ang of the iitimtars of the World Heritoge Comvention and ersured that ife noturel Feritage wos inol-

ded therein, Former Deputy Director General (Science) of UNESCO, Michel Batisse was President of Blue Plon from 1984 anwards, He
devated himself pnstintingly to this work, giving wp his summer in 2004 fo reading over the Emviranment and Development Bepart,
witich was particolarly dear o his feart, o 1995 he was alsa one af the main supporters of enlargmg the scope of the Barcelang
Convenbioe fo the land component af the Mediterranedn Environaent.

Qfficer of the Légion d"Hanrgur, winngr af LVESCOs Gold Medel amd the foha Philiips Meds! TUONT in 2000 Michel Botisse was owar-

die the prestigions UNER Sasakews Environment Prize.
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Coastal areas:

from management to governance

The recent tragic events in South-East Asia have been of cata-
clysmic proportions. However, they have also uncovered, in a
most dramatic way, how deep the rift between fragility of
coastal areas and universal human aspiration of settling
along the coastlines is, particularly when it is not being
matched with adequate coastal (risk) management measures.

The intention here is not to argue that human loss and da-
mages indsia could have been avpided, bt it could be argued
that with better coastal management they could have been
significantly reduced, Alsa, it 15 not Hkely that catastrophe of
such propertions could occur In the Mediterranean, but his-
toric evidence exists that tsunami-related events have taken
place here. This should be engugh of 3 waming that in this
region we nesd to take adequate precautionary measures,
MCAM, @ precautlonany measure
Integrated Coastal Area Management ((CAM) s widely recog-
nised as such @ measure, Since the early stages of its Incep-
tlom in the Mediterranean in the mid eighties, it has been con-
celved as a contimupus, proactive and adaptive process of re-
source management for environmental sustalinable develop-
ment I coastal areas, fecusing on the linkages between sac-
toral activities to achieve sustainable development goals.

oA Facilitates horizontal and vertical dialogue, agree-
ments and compromises among all parties Invelved inthe use
af coastal and marine resources. Being a participatory pro-
cess, it involves sirategic planndng that considers local values,

traditions and needs in defining overall priorities and objec-
tives fior the sustalnable development of coastal areas,

During the past two decades, MAP and its Prigriby Actions
Programme Begional Activity Centre (PAP/RAL) in particular,
hawe been very active in promoeting KCAM and helping natlonal
and lecal governments to achieve progress In sudcessful
management of their coasis,

The practical Implementation of ICAM has shown that its
basic principles had been correctly defined from the very out-
sef, and that its basic definition, throughout that peripd, could
be chamged verny little.

The CAMPS

Fifteen completed or ongoing Coastal Area Management Pro-
grammes (CAMPL, carrled out by all MAP components in an
integrated manner, are proaf of the enormos interest the
counifries have shown in applying directly the EEAM methodg-
oy, aned of thelr desive fo produce tangible resulis,

ICAM has also been widely accepted all over the wiord, and
uniil teday more than 700 coastal interventions in more than
140 couniries have been cpunited.
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Pending prablems

In spite of the manmy eforls made by the MAP and its PAP/RAL,
as well as other international grganisations and associations,
national and local authorities, international and local NGOs,
private sector and ardinary cilizens, there ane still loo many
problems that need (o be tackled, Some of the bamiers to more
effiective ICAM still persist, namely:

* Bureaucralic inerdia, resulting in slower response by local
adminisiration hampering, thus, many development iniliatives;
* Opposition to changes from mulliple private economic in-
terests, which favour achisvement of shord-term profits from
coastal expleitation a5 opposed te long Lerm need for swstai-
nable use of coastal resources;

# Lack of adequate political will te start the FCAM process;

* Lack of minimal financial resources to star and maintain
the ICAM process;

* Complexity of the legislative issues in defining the coastal
zane; el

Mediterranean countries have made 3 major new step in
creating better conditions for ICAM by adopling a decision to
prepare the draft text of 3 Protecol on Integrated Coastal Area
Management, The next meeting of Contracting Parties in Slo-
venia in November 2005 will discuss il and propose recem-
mendations regarding fulure activities,

If the Protecol is adopted, signed and ratified, it will have a
 greal impacl on countries’ efforts lowards more effective
- management of their coastal areas,

n the coming years, PAP/RAC will likely remain a significant
al and global “player” in promoting ICAM, The major
directions of its activities will remain the same:

developing ICAM methodalogy, tools and techniques, and
apting them fo the needs of the Mediterranean countries;
activities through CAMP and other
, together with MAP components
In the region,

the expected adoption and implemen-
ol, there is a range of mew subjects

=
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that have emerged recently-particularly after the World Suem-

il in Johannesburg in 2002~ which desene a maore concrele

reaction from PAPRAC, namely:

* Improving integrated coastal govemance, which will lead (o

new interwoven relations between public seclor, privale actors

and MGOs, thus expanding the management focus towards

negotiation and co-ordination, away from exclusively technical

aspects of coastal resource management,

* Local management and sustainable development in coastal

areas, which is becoming a key issue For the Mediterranzan,

particularly since there it a common agreement that ICAM is a

highly localised affair, albeit operating within the national and

intemational institutional and legal context,

* Copastal risk management, which includes the issues of sea

lewel rise, coastal Moods, earthquakes, industrial accidents, 7
codstal erosion among others, requires a bolder and more

arganised reaction from the Mediterranean countries. In addi-

tion o technical measures, greater emphasis will have o be

placed on awareness raising, early response measunes, and

BLonamic instruments,

* Maring spatial planning will place a greater e
sed use, integration of marine and termesti
coastal area, and reconciliation of the reg
exisls today between the
marine legislation.

* Integration of cultural ﬁrﬂr rum. - | 5
landscapes, in ICAM. Analysis of cultural values for sus-tll‘m
ble development will bring further local dimension to coastal
management.

A
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Sin ¢ ll wd-, $at up lin 19.’-"'5. The Mediterranean Actioh
Plan | (MAF Has played a danteal role in preserving the rich
Hurndn angd natural resources of the '=!|.'_v,il:-r;l :ll! ERLodss in
the 1358 30 Wears is due, among olhers, i pi tharing and
exthange of experiences, projecs tlm:l FCliilies

Sinde it was sel ugp il‘|| 1'5"?5,.[”“:‘ Medilerranean Aclion
Flan (MAF) has played b} |_Jt_r|tr5_1l pale in preserving the rich
human and natural resour 4 Diiht Region, IS seccess in
the last 30 wears is due, ulrlur'lg sthers, 1o Lhe sharing and
exchange af experiences, projects and sclivities

The MAF Enviranment Bemale Sensing Regional Sclivily
T I:FE"_-i_.'F'.'-'l.'f': has been Laking parl
thegugh it remale sens

Cend i Lhis process

ng aclivities and, more recently
thanks Lo the currenl process of refocusing il Lowards sha
ring efmvironmental data- theawgh the use of infarmation and
cammuonication lechnalegies (1CT)

Since the adoplion by the 13th Conlerence af the MAP
Camlracting Parlies in 2003 of the lalian proposal Lo relodes
and strengthen ERS)RAL with human and linancial resaurges
for coaslal and marine monitoring in arder 10 provide [he
Parlies wilh ICT a4

eslablished as a public Law enlity, a new [Nreclor was

Canlracting stance, Lhe Centre has basn

appainted and aver 2,5 million euros have been made avai

Lafle By The Malian Ministsy al the Environment and Terrilary

for the Centre's aclivities during the biennium 2004=-2005
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Ag @ Tallow-up 1o the decisions af Lhis Conference, seve
ral activilies have alréeady been delingd, namely the conlri
mulicn g the oplimisation af the MAP websile and the laun-
ching al the CAMPUS-ECOMEDMA prapect. The purpose of
these actions is Lo ensure The wides| invalvement of all can-
cerned stakeholder in the objeclives and aclivities ol the
Barcelona Convenlian, by wusing innavalive lechnological
LyslEms as an ellicieny vehicle Tor inlormalion and Lraiming
aclivilies

The use ddvanced technologies will Racilitale access o the
auliomes of reseanch and studies, and 1o data elaboraled by
the scientilic cammunily and all ather parlies concerned, and
1o make il available nat anly Lo the decision-makers bul alsa
10 the civil saciely in general

The technolagical platform provided by the ERS/BAC will
SeErve as a Loal Tar managing, moniloring and updaling avai
able data and disseEminating it 1o all MAP components, such
a% Lhe plther MAP Begional Aclivily Centres, the MED POL Prg
grameng 1or the Assessment and Conbral of Marine Pollution,
A% well a5 Lthe Medilerrangan Commission on Sustainabile
Development (MCSD)

Brmgng

which is ane

g ather activilies undersay, Lhe MED POL database,

I the basic tools Tor the implementation al the
BAP Slrategic Aclion Programme 10 &ddress Pallulion from

Lamd-based Aclmvilies .__n!uz'l i% now being developed wilh The
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support of ERSRAC, a task that will help set up an integra-
ted, rpgulailr updated information system,

Its propoced focus into the area of infermation and com-
muncation technalogy (1CT) represents a practical respanse
to news @labal and regional deselopments and an opportenity
by give fresh mamentum and visibilitg to the MAP warks in
pratecting the Mediterranean environment and promoting
sustainable development in the region,

The evaluation exercise of the ERS/RAC rale within the
MaP allews the Centre 1o build up a new set of activities
aimed at facilitating the process of integrating environment
and develgprment and the nead fo collect and share more
data between all MAP components as well as all BMAP part-
ners and ather stakeholders thiough the use of 1CT,

The MAP covers awide range of fields of activities aver the
while Mediterranean regian, The maintenance of a database
containing the information and resulis obtained through
thess activities is key for the planning and imglemaentation of
futire programmes and actions as well as for improving £o-
prdination batween the MAF components and with the coun-
Iries,

The applications of remote sensing technigques are coun-
tless and, by prowiding up-to-date data on hotspots, oll
spills, maritime traffic density, et will help countries in the
formuslation and implementation of pellution menitaing and
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caastal area management pragrammes, incleding pollution
cantrol measures and the elaboration of ermironmental pro-
tectipn action plans.

In the spint of the Barcelona Canvention, ICT is considerad
to b a new apportunity, with the help of the proper practical
initiatives, to spark off a virtual forum,

Inngwative solutions will enable all cancerned parties to
explore, analyse, retrieve and produce maps and reports
based on geographical data, which are progressively mads
available and ypdatad,

ICT alene canngt reduce polluficn and create oppartuni-
ties for a long-term development but is an increasingly
important catalyst that spurs on environmental protection,
ecangmic growth and social equity, Evervbody should have
the apportunity to acquire the necassary skills and k-
ledge in arder to wnderstand, actively participate in, and fully
benafit from envirgnmeantal prafection and sustainakble dewve-
lppraent through the objectives of the Barcelpna Caonvention,

Sergio Muminato,

[l ey

Enwranment Remane Seasing Regiomn Actiny Ceatas (ERSSRBAL)
info@ers . ong

L RSR TG O]
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Cultural heritage:

N, the protection of codStatshistoric sites

Y

L__,w The"ﬂamt anaﬁg coast 15 ho highest ntration of historic monu-

R~ ®ments -:m-d sites in-the world, the magnlﬁcent heri eft by 5.000 years of civi-
lization, frade, tﬁrquvsta.nd_gﬂl_ﬂlct The “100 Hlsturlc Sites” Programme, based
in Marseille (France), strives to protect the portant sites around the
Mediterranean Basin that are of common inter nderwater archaeological
sites, and shipwrecks, are also among its priority s. The Programme offers
training on the proper of management of these sites.

In 1985, the fourth meeting of the Contracting Parties (o the
Barcelona Comention, in Genoa (Italy), adopted the Genoa
Deglaration on the second Medilerranean decade, which in-

rgels Lo be achieved &5 a matter of priomly

O of these targels is “the identification and protection
af at least 100 coastal hisloric sites of comman inberest™,

Since 1989, this task has been camied-out by the “100

O Lhe framework of the UNEP'MAR and jainlly wilh all Medi

Hislarit 'Sit!rul Comman Intérest™ Programme, acling within
mﬁﬂwuﬂ comanbries, as well as UNESCD and Internalicnal

Cowncil of Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)

The Authorilies responsibile o hls-l-'.lrlt siles af CommiGn
Medilerranean inlerest held their
France in January 1989 and approfise

“Guidelines lor knowledge, prolecii ! I
gement ol historic sites of common Me ditesramean interest™,
&5 a working Lool,

rufdrl |I'IH- far tunpm!inn

lhmgrmmlhu of the sites recommended thal all
Lignaland naticnal bodies dealing with heritage mal-
pidly take Lhe necessary measures to combat all types

of pillage such as that of archaeclogical sites, museums, eic,
With regard 1o shipwrecks, underwaler sites and siles aices-
gible by sea, they widerlined the need o adopl a law or an
international protecal within the Barcelona Convention frame-
work alomg the lines of that of UNESCO,

Accordingly, the Bureay of the Conlracling Parlies (o the
Barcelona Conventign (Athens, March 19890 proposed that
ong of the main dclivilies of the 100 Historic Siles Prog-
raimine should be e prolection of undenvaler archaealogi-
cal sites, including shipwrecks, and Lhe conservation and
prevention of dftemmtlml of buildings, particularly those in
Zlone,

'?""1991 and 1993).

Historic sites and coastal management

Fallpwing the adoplion of MAP Phage Il in 1995, the role ¢f
historic sites im the environmental conlext has mainly been -
in the framework of Coastal Area Management Programmes
(CAMF] in Fuka-Malrouh in Egypt, Greater Sfax, the island of
Bhodes, the central coastal area ol Algeria and southem
Lelanon
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Since 1990, the Bureau of the Warld Heritage Commiifae
has sought technical assistance from the Secrefariat of the
107 Histaric Sites Programme for sites incleded in both the
MAP list and the World Heritage List.

The 100 Historic Sites Programme plays an important role
in internatignal programmes to profect the cultural heritage
and In sustainable development programmes in the Medi-
terranean,

The Programme fakes part at the local, national, reglonal
and international levels in promoting awareness and in orga-
nizing activities related to cultural heritage and sustainable
development, Some 60 publications have been issued since
1989 and constitute tools to enhance urban management
and govemnance,

fctivities under the 100 Historlc Sites Programme have
been implemented in around 30 countries either directly or for
international organizations such as UNESCO, the Council of
Eurgpe, and the Evropean Commission, These involve ongoing
technical assistance, fransfer of technical, legal, adminis-
trative, scientific, architectieral or planning infgrmation.,

The Programme’s contribution concerns in parficular
urban management foels aimed at improving strategic plan-
ning in citles and making it sustainable. Thera are needs in
many areas among others, understanding of the componenis
of historlc sites, their history, planning, legislation and
management,

The need for an Imsentony

In this connection, it must be siressed that the lack of an
updated inventory of the cultural heritage has a negative
impact an the formulation of such strategic plans,

The imporance of these themes for the administration
and management of historic sites has led us to deal with
them in accordance with the following peiorities recently
identified im the course of a survey conducted at the request
of the Confracting Parties:

* Waste freatment in fragile historic centres;

* Water, engrgy and sanitation in fragile historic centras;

* Physical and legal protection of surrsundings of architec-
tural and monumental sites;

-----
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* Management of vehicular traffic near and on sites thaf are
historic cenires (roads, parking, pollubion);
* Management of fourist flows (Wsitorsy in architectural
gites, monuments, towns and cifies, museums (planning,
reservations, charges, clrcults, frequentaticon flows);
* Protection, restoration and enhancement of the privately-
owned urian hertage for fourism purposes (private accom-
mgdatign;
* Training of operators (fourism companies, local authari-
ties) in the problems of protecting the heritage;
* Procedures for the socie-economic integration of the
lecalcommunities in site protection and enhancement pro-
grammes (jobs, training, development aid);
= Functipning of internatignal funding concerning issues
relating te the profection and enhancement of sites with a
wiew to sustainable development;
* Understanding and presentation of cultural identity (an
exfremely sensitive issue);
* Protection and development of cultural landscapes {a prac-
tice that Is only in its very early stages at present],

After 15 years, the 100 Historic Sites Programme makes a
regular contribution tethe cultural dimension of the environ-
ment within the framawork of the Mediterranean Actien Plan,

Pasiel Orocourt

Cimrilirnsior

Py Hisdowic Slbes Proguanine
ddrasaurTimalne-marse M.
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a L ] L ]
Biodiversi
The Mediterranean Sea Is
of all marine flora, in a

terranean’s flora and fan
are endemic. As far as biol

Faced with many problems cau
human activities <both sea and land
tion, the scientific community has assi
natural resources and the challenges to
susfainable development inthe region.

In 2003, the Contracting Parties. to the B
adopied the Strategic Action Programme for
Marine and Coastal Biclogical Diversity in the
(SAP BID), designed using an integrated
proach, imealving all relevant actors ap
ponse ta its rapid and contineous de

The Specially Protected Areas [ Regional Activity Centre
(SPA/SRAL) coordinated the preparation of the Action Programme,
togrether with representatives of the Mediterranean countries,
and regional and international institutions and organizations,

The SAF BID aims to achieve a high level of sustainability in
the usa of biokgical diversity and is intended as a tool for the
implementation of the UM Comvention on Bipdogrical Diversity
and the recommeandations emerging from the Johannesburg
Summit.

it adwacates the updating of databases, intensified training
programmes, and stronger cooperation with regional and inter-
natiznal 1505 and NGDs, it provides countries in the regicn,
natipnal and regional actors with a rational basis of pantiples
and measures that should lead to practical action applicabla at
the regional and naticnal kevels.

The major problems. affecting biological diversity in the Madi-
temranean were identified on the basis of an assessment at the
country level followsed by consultations at the regicnal level with
the Contracting Parties and international and regional organiza-
tions, during the years 2001 and 2002, This allowed the defini-

on the right i@

living resources: 7,5% of all anims
iy 0, 7% of the total surface ofthe
grate and subtropical zone 8

gl it is one of the riches

rgramme'’s ob

-1

fita he ! Canal ar carried in §
waters of ships and discharged in the sea- has increa
the past decade and has been stimulated by the marked
walter temperature. As a result, the presence of some algs
appears o upset the equilibrium of species and cause th
nuticn of fish stocks.

The construction of dams causes the alteration of water &
nity in estuanes and deltas and renders these ecosystems eve
migre fragile, thus affecting aguatic flora and fauna and birds
living in or tranziting these areas,

The varigus fooms of pellution, agriculiural practices with a
nagative impact an sensitive species and scosystems, and trado
in certain threatened spocies (sponges, sharks, turiles, saa hor-
=gs, shellfish] also endanger our rich natwral haritage,

The SAF BIO advacates concrate and practical measures that
respond to these threats, trends and challenges, and identifies
privgities to be addressed without delay, with the support of
danars, in particular the Global Ervironment Facility (GEF). IFthey
are successhd, these measures could help protect against the
adverse effects of human activities and promate sectoral pal-
cies, in particular, on fisheries, towism, agriculture and industry.
They will support scientific and applied research programmes
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and contribute 1o the improvement of monitoring and follovw-up
aetivities, on the basis of relevant indicalors, They will 310 Sere
8% the Basis for the adoption of institutional and legal measures
and for decision-making at all levels,

The data compiled, the experience gained and the sclion
taken under the Programme will help to enhance training and

il ane of special scientific or cllural inleresl
Areas of Mediterranean Importance
il ane imporiant for congerving the compa-
the region, thal conlain soosyslems spaeci-
als of specilic species thal are threa-
gered and sites thal are of Medi-
Lol o educalional inleresl

pncs practlical measores b the pro-
biclogical diversity throwgh Action
lools such as the Standard Data
ation of transboundary protected
Il Stiates are sowereign and ininler-

ed with helping Meditemanean coun-
abocol by providing techmical and scientific
assistance and throwsh coordination al the regiomnal level in co-
pperation with scientific community and organizations,

mr
ETHRRALLS
T
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s magin Lagk i Lo promele marine and codslal profecled
areds, implement sclion plans and build national capacily lar the
conservation of nateal sites and threatened species & comman
Mediterranean herilage, I creates and manages databases,
exchanges amd dissemingles informalion, organizes Draining
courses, especially in the contex) of Action Plans estabBshed far
the conservation of threatened species and implemented by
SPARAL,

These Action Plans are nod legally binding bal are regional
sirategies that deling the prichties and the measures. to be taken,
Thety prdvide & Irameegrk For the exchange of expérience, oo
aperation amd mulual assistance wilh the clhedive o compike
invenlones and conduct sludies, They provide guidance and o=
ardination and reinfaree the countries’ eflods

The Action Plan for the conservation of cetaceans” objective
it 10 protect, conserve and rehabilitale Lhe celacean popula-
lign, Correnily, SPARAL is ronning & programme wilh cgun-
5 and the Agreement on the Congercalion of Celateans of
Black 5ea, Medilerranean 5ea and Conliguous Allantic drea
DOBAMS] 1 develop a Mediterranean network an Lhe bea-
ching of celaceans so as to learm mare aboul their physiclogy
and the causes ol mortality and 1o evaluale the threals, The
main axes aré Capacily-building and the development of a
The 5PA/RAC has also dewvelo-
pred aclivities 1o mitigate the impact of fishing,

kneledge-base gn |J|:f|-;l1i|1g.

SPARAL i% irned lved in elforks and coardingtion 31 Lhe regional
leveel im the framework of the Action Plan for the management of
the Mediterranean monk seal, the only phocidag in this sea, in
arder Lo el ilg exlintion: onde abundanl in its walers, loday
ils papulatEen is bess than 500, which pols il high an he lis] of
endangered species. In callaboration wilh the Bern and Bonn
CarvEnlions, and with the participation of Medileransan coon-
riess, a stralegy incheding aclion programmes and awaremess-
promation campaigns will be prepaned

The Action Plan for the conservation of marine turthes, whase
habitals and nesting grounds have been degraded, lakes into
account all available information, with & view Lo promating mea-
sures Uhal will ensure their survival and the recanstitution aof their
papulations, and in particular the green lumle Chelonia mydas,

G. Rassidis
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In grder to be affective, sech protection requires cogedinated
ranagement and should be basad on existing intemational
and reglonal programmes  and  plans (MAP, GRCRFAD,
WK "S5 IOCAT, CIESM),

Programmes under the Plan inwalve shisdies on the blolaoy
and behaviour of maring furtles, which are still net wall under-
stond, nesting monibonng, raining and assistance.

Fruitful collaboration with the NGOs MEDASSET and
ABCHELON has enabled several objachives to be achiesed. Acon-
ference, scheduled for May 2005, 5 being prganized jointhy by
the SPASRAL, the Secretasiats of the Bonn and Bem Canventions
and the Turkish Govemment, in arder fo bogst efforts and allow
the exchangs of sclentific information,

The Actien Plan for the conservation of marine vegetation
deals with the conservation of tepical veretation. There are over
1000 macrascopic plant species in the Mediterranean with a
high rate of endemicity (209% of algae species). Their function s
crucial for the maingenance of marine ecosysiems and thus, thei
deterloration leads to degradation in a number of areas: primary
production, oxygenation, spasning gromds, nursenes, coastal
stability, amd has bath an ecalogical and an econgmic impact.

The Plan asspmes respons|bility for studies and actions rela-
ting to posidonia meadows, which are partiodary impaitant for
marine life, reefs, surface argamogenic bodies and some oysti-
salra belis, as well as other fpomations. It includes the drafting
and implementation of agpeopriate legislation and the setting up
af mmitosing netaorks.,

Spme countrles have received assistance and training for the
intrpdisction of the ew mapping technolagies for posidona
il B,

The Action Plan for the consenvation of cartilaginous fish is
aimed at conserving and managing the pepulations of sharks
and ather cartilzmingus fish, taking info account the Intermational
Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks
(IPOA-SHARES), It encolrages the establishment of regional sira-
fegias that define priarities and actions fo be taken at the regic-
nal and national leswels,

The Actien Plan for the consenvation of marine bird speches
aims to maingain and /or restare the population levels of bird spe-

cies listed as threatensd ar endangered in the 5P and Biodi-
wersity Protocal fo & favaurable conseration status and o ensu-
ré thedr lpng-tesm conserdation, IF is the result of initlathees taken
by Mediterranean pariners (EirdLife, WWF, IUCN, MEDMARAVWS
and the Station biokegique de la Tour de Yalaf),

The SPARAC makes every effart to pravent ovedapping with
other effpets at the reglonal level and to cooperate at the interma-
tiomal level with the relesant comventions and agresments (Bomm,
Bern, ECHC and AEWA) and calls an partmeers and experts for the
Plan"s implemantatian.

Regarding the Action Plan on the Introduction of non-indige-
nous specles, the SPA Protocal calts on all Contracting Pasties o
take measures bo regulate the intentional or accidantal introdug-
i of npn-indigenois or geneticalby-madified species to the wild
and prohibit those that may have karmful impacts an ecosys-
tems, habitais or spacies.

The Centre alsa conrdinated actiities under the Reglonal Pro-
Ject for the Development of Marine and Coastal Profected Areas
In the Medlieransan Reghon (MedMPA)Y which led ta the farmu-
lation of management plans for protected marine areas and the
idenfification of sites of conservation interest with a wiew to pre-
paring natipnal plans for their development, The project, which
ended in December 2004, recelved financial suppart from the
European Commission and was imglemented in seven cpuntries
with the suppedt of European scientific pariners,

Ancther SPARAL activity has been the preparation and imple
menfation of 8 Medliemanean Tazonenmy Inltlatihe (BT, in has-
mory with the Glohal Taxonomy Initlative, o assess negds and
capacities, to help establish and maintain the systems required
and facilitate aocess to taxonemic infarmatien and frasming.

In the Mediterranean, we miest fake account of the CBD%S stra-
tegic plan, which prescrbes that, by 2010 for the land and by
2012 for maring areas, there should be a global nebaork of ade-
guate large-scale national and reglonal swstems.,

Jeingh Balkhir
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Rarely has an organization had to operate in a more difficult and ephemeral environ-
ment than has the UNEP/Mediterranean Action Plan. It has been working for 320 years
over three continents, with the European Union and 21 countries bordering the
Mediterranean Sea, speaking more than 15 different languages overlaid with a num-
ber of dialects. Its aim to cope with environmental degradation in coastal areas and
inland and to link sustainable resource management with development, in order to

protect the Mediterranean region, is a colossal challenge indeed.

Add to this the facts that:
o Mass Llourism provides 200 millien visitors (o the region
each vear, a figure [hat continues Lo rise,
* 48% of urban centres lack sewage Lreatment lacilities
* T0-85% of waste walers are disposed of untreated
* G0 pelrgl refineries dump 20,000 tonnes of petrolinfo the
SEA PEr year
#  Oer 353 of the Medilerranean countries populations live
an or near the shoreling,
# Shipping traffic through the Straits of Gibraltar and the
Eosphorus is enormous,
+ Ewvery year approsimately one million tons of gil is relea-
sed into the Mediterranean Sea by accidental spills and by
tankers illegally cleaning their tanks at sea.
+ Coasial towns of the Medilerranean produce 30-40
million lons of garbage each year.
¢ Thrawgh the action of wind and currents the sastem Medi-
terranean shores are semelimes piled one mefre deep in
plastic waste arising from elsewhere,
#  Over-fishing and bollom trawling have a disasirous efect
an marine lile,
#  Agricultural chemical ron-o causes eutrophication,
# 1,5 million lons af highly Loxic cancersus chromiom wasle
i heaped on a turtle nesting beach covered with a sheel of
plastic.

All this with an enclosed sea thal [akes over @ cenfury 19
be renewed through the Straits of Gibraliar,

MAFP is asked 1o work through collaboration with Medi-
lerranean governments most of which give environmental
mallers & low prigrily, giving over-riding precedence (o eco-
namic growlth, MEDASSET'S experience in working with MAP
since 1985 can cile governments as:

* Failing to answer 3 repealedly submitted MAP letter Tor 3
perigd of two years delaying publication of MAP co-Tunded
res@arch,

* Refusing Lo allow distribution of 3 MAP publication,

# Culting off a phone ling dedicated for Mediterranean wide
marine life lagging respanse,

* Failing to implement Legislation and Conventions,

* Failing to make funds available for protected ansas,

UNEP/MAP % Lo be congratulaled on its many achiewe-
menis accomplished despile such incredible odds,

Lity Venirelos

Prasicent

MEDRSSET, Meditermanenn Assooiahion o sove e Sea Turiles
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g raly Network for Environment and Development
) wil fit;i‘-|1|-unvrrnm'mml Secretarial in the Arab DHlice for
ol h 'h"E"""l-m“m'E“i {ADYE) in Egypl, is a8 Mon-Govern-
mental Drganization accredited a5 a Pariner 1o the Medi-
terranean Actioh Plan
Co-aperation belween BAED, AOVE and MAP has extended
over 3 number of years in different lelds and has moved on
three mdin axes:
1. Participation: RAED and ADYE parlicipaled in MAP meel-
ings and co-aperaled with the MAP Regional Activily Centres
(RACs) and the Medilerranedn Cammission for Suslainable
Development (MOS0},
2. Support: the MAP supported many aclivilies carmied aul by
RAED with a view 10 nélwarking with NGDS and supgring
their capadcity building
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An exgmple it lh&ﬂ:ﬂllshing al "[nuimnm’:Fu 1 %
manthly bullslio thal tackles environmental issues and B
jects in differenl Arab states, especially the ongs aim
achieving sustainable development targets. This bul
distributed in mostof the Arab slales a

MAEF also provided linancial assistance to members ol _
associations from the countries of the Southern Mediters
rangan 0 allend semingrs related (o the Arab region, Such
was the case of the Workshop on Social Concepts o Achieve
Sustainable Development, held in 1998, which aimed al lin
king sociely wilh suslainable developmant,

Support was also made waailable by the MAP in the Tield
af infarmalion, throwegh & workshop held in 2000 an Infas
maltion and Parlicipalion in Environmenial 15sues and Sus
tainahle Developmen

Vi
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MAP showed special interast for tackling the problem of
wiater and its relation to poverty, through a Workshop on Water
Yaluing and Poverty, held in December 2001,

The MAP has also contributed to the organization of a sub-
regional mesting on'Water in North Africa and in the Arab Con-
sultation as a follow-up 1o the Johanneshurg Sumimit and the
launching of the Arabic version of the “Water in the Meditamra-
nean” educational package on -9 December 2004,

3. Partnership: In addition te all this, the MAP has implemen-
ted its principle of parinership through Its co-pperation with
RAED, as a representative of the Arab chil sociely organiza-
tions, in coplng with the challenge of achieving sustainable
development goalks in the Mediteranean.

Strategy for waler management

The question of water |5 considered one of the mast impartant
Issues and a key priorty for action from the perspective of
RAED, It is the comerstone In achieving the millennium goals
of development that include reducing the number of those
deprived of clean danking water by 505 by 2015,

This I5 a huge challenge, which requires intensified efforts
in arder to be met, Another challengs in the field of water is the
development of an integrated strategy for water management,
which should be part of all national strategles for develop-
ment, Some Meditemanean countries have secceeded in
achieving their targels for 2005, with respect o integrated
management of water,

The issue of water does not only involve the availability of
drinking water and the number of beneficiaries, but also the
quality of water provided.

Eased on the above, we call on the MAF to increase 15 acti-
vilies aimed at coping with the problem of water and to raise
awareness among the varipws sectors of seclety to reduce the
wiaste of deinking water.

Envirgnmental actions, civil soclety and the MAP

We suggest more envirgnmiental activities to be addressed by
civil sockety with MAP's assistance, including:

* Increasing co-operation in educational activities in the field
of sustainability through emircnmental scholastic and non-
scholastic programmes,

=
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* Increasing co-operation, through the MOSD, in the flald of
integrated waler resources management and integrated coas-
tal areas management in the Southern areas of the Medi-
[erransan.,

* Implementing joint activities regarding the conservation of
Mediterranean cultural heritage.

# Implementing joint activities between the North and South
of the Maditerranzan in the field of renewable energy, particu-
larty solar and wind energies as well as making use of energy
efficiency technology,

* Implementing joint projects to strengthen networks, obser-
wvatories and data collection systems as well as facilitating the
access of people to emdrsnmental infermation and their parti-
cipation in decision-making.

= Oirgamizing workshops —jointly by BAED, a5 a network regre-
senting civil prganizations in 17 Arab states, and the MCSD-
on the implicatigns of globalization that affect social cohesion,
ermvirgnmental quality and cultural identity within the Eurg-
Mediterranean Parimership and the proposed free frade zone,
* Increasing the budget for the work underfaken by the LS50
in promgting sustalnable development in the region and
taking appropriale measures o implement its decisions,
recommendations and plans of action.

* Preparing plans for the implementation of the initiative an
Water, Energy, Health, gricultire and Biodiversity (WEHAE]
—anngunced by the UN Secretary General as environmental
issues for particular focus in this decade— through the MCSD
and the civil socieby,

By, Irad El-Ois ADLY
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The case of the Adriatic Sea

The Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) serves as a key tool for the preservation

of the region's

environm ent. Nevertheless, as each area of the Mediterranean is unigue and special by its char-
a-LtEriSticS, different m easures need to be taken, and to different extents, for their protection.

e
sed and nusu-,r relatively shallaw sea, whe
human activities have the pmﬂlialtu-i:iji.lﬁﬂ
Indeed, the Adriatic Sea, aspecially its northern
believed to be one of the most degraded areas of the Medi-
terranzan Sea. Its semi-enclosed nature and shallow waters
cause slow currents which means there is a low rate of water
exchange and thus make it vulnerable to major pollutants,
sich as sewage waste and passible wil spills. On the eastern
side, numerous islands, rich vegetation and a rich underwa-
ter world farm a unigue natural heritage.

MAF has shown effect in the Adriatic Sea, however probably
to an insufficient extent.

For exampla, the MAF's guidelines say that it is necessany
to conduct certain research and monitoring activitias. Some
activities in these fields are being carried-aut by national ins-
titutians. They are cerainly of high quality and are important
for future conservation activities, howewer they should be
presented more widely and to a wider audience, the general
pullic.

Moregver, some of these research and monitoring activities
are nof conducted by Govemmental bodies, but some Maon-
Governmental Organizations [(RG0s) are eithar pedoming
these activities or at least trying to.

Given this situation, the most logic scenario would pro-
bably be that the Government should actively support such
efforts. Unfortunately, this is not always the case and mamy
actions performed by NGOs go unnoticed by the Authorities.
Anather prablem that WGOs are facing is that they are consi-
dered non-scientific and non-expert, which is not abways true.

e 1..1.-_;" w*—u.‘u_.r'\- o

of course.

There has been some progress conceming MAP sultle-
lines as well. For example, MAP and the Barcelona Conven-
tion have proposed a Protocel on Specially Protected Areas
{SPAs) and Biclogical Diversity in the Mediterranean, which
suggests a programme of activities that will assist in protec-
ting and sustainably managing the Mediterranean natural
and culiural heritage, thus contributing to the sustainable
development of the region. 5PAs have indeed been estab-
lished in various parts of the Adriatic.

This is a geod example of implemantation of the MAP and the -
Barcelona Comvention, however the monitoring of possible vie-
lations should be strengthened, as they ocour guite regularly.

The EC Matura 2004 netwark is anather case that probakbdy
desemves pasitive critique and seems to have been effective.
It has also successfully conducted certain monitaring activi-
ties.

Regional and intemational cooperation is working well in
many parts of the Adriatic, however same regulations some-
times make co-operations a bit difficult, especially in the
case of intermational cooperation.




Hon-Gavernmental Organizations

25

Matignal and intemational restrictions, which are surely
vital to the benefit of all countries concemed, can sometimes
cause problems to stientists and activists who are trying to
cooperate. One example of that can be some simple regula-
tions at the national borders, which can sometimes cause
difficulties to partners on beth sides of the barder in conduc-
ting research in the area, in the exchange of samplas, etc.

It could be said that Governments too often support and
allow projects of rapid secie-economic development, which
bring shor:term economic advantages, but have negative

effects on the preservation of the Mediterranean, in the long
term. When it comes to envirenmental issues, shortcomings
in supgport, funds and capacities often become evident.

Governmental bodies and HGOs should strive Lo strengthen
the legal measures and enable the development of environ-
ment-friendly research and conservation projects.

However, legislation is not sufficient for an efficient con-
sapvation. Education and public awareness actions, which
are already conducted by various organizations, should be
expanded and strengthened.

-
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The Public has a vital role in the long-term preservation of
natural résources,

Given the peculiarity of the Adriatic Sea and its vulnerabrility,
certain area-specific problems showld be identified and cer-
tain measures should possibly be addressed for this area
specifically.

In conclusian, it has to be said that both the MAP and the
Barcelona Convention serve as a good base for the conserva-
tign of the Mediterranean sea, but that conservation activities
have to be continued and strengthened and that cooperation
between Governmental and Mon-Governmental Crganizations
it necassany, both at the national and international levels,

Morigenas - mavine mammel reseanch and -
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The MAP and the EMP:

Towards

a future partnership

The Mediterranean is a fascinating part of the world. As someone working with-
in a global organization —Friends of the Earth International has over 70 offices
around the world- | have had the opportunity to compare it with other regions.
The Mediterranean is such a fantastically diverse region, ecologically, cultural-
ly, politically and from the development perspective too. There seem to be so
many contradictions that it is often bewildering for an outsider to get a full

grasp of the complexities of the region.

Friends of the Earth —through its Mediterranean Programmee,
MadMet— has been active in the region for some 15 years. Wea
quickly identified the work of the Mediterranean Action Plan
(MAPF) and the EurohMediterranean Partnership (EMF) as key
areas where wa wishad to intervene and influsnce.

Different purposes, one overall goal

Analyses of bath these regional processes show that MAP and
the EMP have differant purposss but both claim to share sus-
tainable development as the overall goal of regional policy.

n the ane hand MAP is a mature process (30 years) immol-
ving almaost all countries in the Mediterransan basin in a Part-
nership focused on sustainable development originating from
the emvironmental Comvention to protect the Mediterranean
Sea,

i the other hand the EMP is a younger process (10 years)
eurg centrist innature, and orginally conceived to stabilize tha

ELFs Mediterran=an external border region. Its primary focus is
seourity and its end game i to create a peaceful, prosperous
region through closer ties and integration with the EU. The EMP
aims ta set up a EuroMead free trade Zone by 2010 as the wehi-
cle ta achieve its vision. From an NGO parspactive anvirgmmen-
tal protection and sustainable development are paid lip semvice
by the EMP, but no more than that. The EMP process is more
influential than MAP as the EMP has high-level political partici-
pation of Foreign Ministers and the financial backing of the
European Commission and the Eurgpean Investment Bank.
Insufficient cooperation

Although there is some overdap between both regional proces-
ses and thersfore apportunities for synergies; levels of co-ope-
ration remain insufficient. This represents a lost oppartunity in
a fragile aco-region where environmental and social pressures
are becoming increasingly acute and potentially calamitous.
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S0 what are the logjams, which prevent mutually suppar-
live cooperalion between MAP and the EMPT ILi% énlighlening
Lo ook at the players imolved in both processes,

Friom the MAF side the main players and active partners ans
from Lhee ensironeent world; be it from nalional émirmment
ministries or environmental NGOs, The result is output, which
provides chear experlise on issues related to envinonment and
the emvirgnmental pillar of suslainable development, How-
ever, all this oulpul and resulling recommendations are rarely
=if ever- mainstreamied inlo developmental planning natio-
nially, because envirgnment has praclically no vaice in nalignal
planning, We the emvirenmentalists are small fish indeed,

On the EMP side, the Partnership i ron by the external
alfgivs ministries and the European Commission DG lor exlér-
nal affairs, Big powerful players, which have Both financial and
political clout nationally. When a minister for foreign alfairs
speaks, people sit up and lsten, Unfortunately, the same can
nigt be sakd for emdrgnmental ministers,

The EMP priorities reflect the mindset of external affairs
ministers focusing on setting up a free irade area and moder-
nizing partner countries administrations and econpmies e,
the economic pillar of sustainable development. Unfioru-
nately, the sacial and environmental pillass fall by the wanesi-
de, e.g. the Euro-Mediterrangan free-trade zone was commit-
ted to withowt a preliminary susfaingble Impact study. Official
documents make vague references fo these issues of course,
How many times have we read Eurgbed forekgn ministers “rel-
terated™ their commitment to sustainable development? How
many times have they “taken note” of civil society’s confribuy-
tions en social and environmental themes?

What to do?

The question that comes to mind at this peint is how can we
bring the wise old head of MAP together with the youthiful drive
and ambdtion of the EMP for the benefit of Mediterranean citi-
zens. Surely we can cleverly bring together the political and
financial clout of the EMP and the envirpnmental expertise of
MAP to work towards the often commonly stated goal of sus-
tainable development in the region, Would it not be now the
mast fitting time for this (o happen as both regional processes

=
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celebrate significant milestones =30 years of MAP and 10
wears of Uhe EMPY

Marmy NGOs argue that there has never been a better time,
The Mediterranean Commission for Sustainable Development
(MCSD) is currently hard al work drafling & Medilerramean
Strategy lor Sustainable Development (MSSDD ILis a stralegy
that takes into account the Millennium Development Goals,
the Jehanneshurg Plan of Implementation, the evolution of
Eurc-Mediterranean Partnership and the Sustainable Deve-
lopmiEnt Strategy of the European Union (EU), adopted in Got-
henburg in 2000, Furthermaore, the siralegy encapsulates all
the much-vaunted emvirenmental expertise of MAP,

Meanwhile, Friends of the Earth MedNet in collaboration
wilh parimer BROS is working hard (o molkilize Medilerranean
civil Sociely through consullation processes o Lhal our vidws
are reflected in the final M550 documents,
The missing link
Howewer, the missing link in this jigsaw is implementation,
How can we take the M550 from the drawing board and inlo
the national development planning of Mediterransan states?
Would it not make sense for the EMP to adopt the M550 as the
vehicle [o achieve susfainable development in the Parner-
ship? Surely this bold decision would add flesh and bones 1o
often repeated commitments made to sustainable develop-
ment and environmental infegration in the EMP. Well, the
heads of state summit in Barcelona in November 2005, to cele-
brate the 10th anniversary of the Partnership would, from an
NGO perspective, be an ideal moment to make this decisive
commitment to sustainable development in the region.

Eugene Clawcy,
Coordinofor

Friends of the Eorfit Mediis!
mednshfnereirnpeong
wuw. neenroneong
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